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VISIT:BOOKING/CONTACT:

GEORGE ST, 
STROUD GL5 1AE

Coming up in May 
at The Sub Rooms

BOOK ONLINE AT: THESUBROOMS.CO.UK 
OR CALL BOX OFFICE: 01453 796880
EMAIL:  hello@thesubrooms.co.uk

SupPorT uS
Play with our online 
donation calculator 
to fi nd out how your 
donations make us 
feel. Visit our website 
or scan the QR code 
and play today:

MUSIC

MUSIC

The Electric 
Swing Circus
Fri 17th May | 8pm
£16.50

The Electric Swing Circus is a live 6-piece fusion of saucy 20’s swing and 
stomping electro beats. With an explosive sound that reverberates back 
through time, the ESC hotfoot their way through everything from, rock to 
electronica, house, big beat and rock n roll, all with their own unique style 
of swing. Support from C@ in the H@.

Debashish 
Bhattacharaya Trio
Thu 30th May | 8pm
£17.50

Embracing Hawaiian slide guitar from his childhood in the 1960s, 
Debashish invented a unique style of Hindustani slide guitar and has been 
mesmerising audiences and artists for over four decades with his unique 
blend of Indian ragas and western styles.

Please support our ongoing work
There are a lot of changes planned for The Sub Rooms over the next couple 
of years, including a more energised and dynamic programme of events, 
increased community engagement and an exciting renovation project that 
will see The Sub Rooms take on a whole new life. Pick up a copy of our new 
brochure or visit our website to fi nd out more.
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EDITOR’S 
NOTE

Following last month’s festival guide we delve further into Stroud’s packed 
festival calendar covering this year’s Jazz Stroud, Select Art Trail, SITE Festival’s 
Talks programme, the Stroud Shakespeare Festival and newcomer Stroud 
Steampunk Weekend. 

Elsewhere we sit down with one of Stroud’s most cherished songwriters Emily 
Barker, hail the return of Mesadorm and their forthcoming performance at 
Rodborough Church (presented by us!) and catch up with Melanie Golding 
prior to the release of her debut novel.  

There’s a lot going on this month. So much so that we had to increase the 
amount of pages to cover it all…

Issue 50. Not bad. Here’s to another 50 (our kids will be much older by issue 100 
which means we can hopefully go out a bit more). 

Alex and Adam  

FRONT COVER: Joe Magee  CONTRIBUTING WRITERS: Paul Harper, Matt Shinn, 
Lucy White, Caroline Sanderson, Tom Berry, Lorna Jenkins, Christopher Taylor and 
Nimue Brown

Welcome to issue 50 of Good On Paper –  
your free monthly guide to music concerts, art 
exhibitions, theatre productions, comedy shows,  
film screenings and literature events in Stroud… 

B E C O M E  A  G O P  S U B S C R I B E R !

Sign up to our supporter subscription service to receive  
a copy to your door or a digital copy emailed to your inbox.

  Visit goodonpaper.info/subscribe

Help to support your local arts magazine.



Matthew Harris, David Gates and 
Helen Carnac, who will be exhibiting 
together at the Museum in the Park 
as part of the Select Art Trail 2019, 
are artists with distinctive individual 
making practices deploying different 
materials and specific methodologies. 
Their work shares certain qualities 
and visual characteristics: the sense of 
underlying construction; the layering 
and collaging of different planes; 
mark-making; fragmentation; the 
erosion and accretion of materials; 
an appreciation of the contingent, 
the transient, the makeshift. Process 
and materials are central concerns 
in all their work.  But the focus of this 
exhibition is not so much on common 
aesthetic values, shared between 
diverse objects, but on the dynamic 
created by placing those objects 
together in a space. 

The idea for the collaboration began 
to evolve 10 years ago when David and 
Matthew were included in a project 
co-curated by Helen, Taking Time: 
Craft and the Slow Revolution, which 
explored the connections between 
contemporary craft practices and 
the philosophies presented within the 
slow movement. The project included 
a large touring group exhibition. The 
demands of hanging a diverse show in 
a variety of spaces led to juxtapositions 
and conversations between the 

objects and each other, and between 
the objects and the architecture of 
each location. Helen’s interest in 
photographic documentation often 
drew attention to these relationships 
and to the significance of the shifting 
sightlines that unfolded as the viewer 
moved through the exhibition. 

Although Matthew’s works in cloth 
and paper are highly constructed and 
essentially three dimensional, they are 
often exhibited like paintings or wall 
hangings, as flat objects. The densely 
textured, coloured, stitched and folded 
surface suggests depth, but the viewer 
has to imagine the interior and the 
reverse of the object. In a similar way, 
David, who makes furniture, has been 
frustrated by the way that his work 
had been presented with a viewpoint 
that emphasized utility. Where it was 
shown with other work, it seemed 
to play a supporting role, as plinth 
or container, rather than being part 
of a conversation between objects. 
Helen trained as a metal-smith and 
enameller, but has established an art 
practice that encompasses making, 
curating, writing and teaching. Her 
working methods include repetitive 
mark-making and recurring actions, 
sifting, grouping, organising and re-
organising her source material, making 
and un-making, looking for accidental, 
unpredictable new relationships – 

By Paul  Harper

SELECT 
ART TRAIL:

SIGHTLINES
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movement is a vital element of her 
process. 

For Helen, Taking Time was 
part of an exploration of the idea 
of the exhibition as a site of active 
engagement, in which the exhibition is 
not a static presentation of ‘finished’ art 
works, objects of pure contemplation, 
but part of a continuum, in which the 
viewer might feel connected to the 
making experience, and be an active 
participant in an unfolding process 
of constructing meaning. In the show, 
Matthew’s work was hung away from 
the wall, so that the viewer could 
move around it. David was showing 
new work that highlighted spatial 
properties of form, poise, volume and 
mass and the complex relationship 
between all of its parts – as well 
as suggesting practical purpose. 
Constructed as freestanding objects, 
denying a singular, primary elevation, 
like Matthew’s, they invited the viewer 
to look from all angles – and this 
brought into play mobile and unstable 
relationships between different aspects 
of the work, between foreground, 
middle and background, and between 
one object and another. Instead of 
being a selection of isolated objects, 
the exhibition becomes a coherent, 
but volatile, whole - a collage in which 
everything interacts with everything 
else, everything becomes a frame 
through which we see something else. 
All of these artists play with ideas about 

edges and borders. In this context, 
objects transcend their autonomy to 
become relational – the viewer only 
has to turn their head slightly for an 
object to shift in relation to everything 
else.

10 years on and the ideas generated 
by Taking Time have continued to 
resonate, and Sightlines picks up 
on Helen, David and Matthew’s 
subsequent dialogue and their 
preoccupations with the experience 
of looking, seeing and making. 
Rather than the exhibition being an 
opportunity to present new work, it is 
about re-presenting existing works in a 
new context, and in new arrangements 
and combinations. Objects will be 
placed so as to encourage the viewer 
to look up at, into and through to crop 
and frame new views of other works. 
The gaps between objects, as well 
as the spaces, voids and holes that 
characterise some of the work will 
further direct sight lines and viewpoints 
through the gallery space. 

As well as two and three-
dimensional artworks, the exhibition 
will feature vitrines containing 
sketchbooks, samples, working models 
and drawings. As well as adding to the 
rich visual experience, the inclusion 
of this material will reveal further 
associations between object, material 
and process.

In keeping with the open nature of 
the artist’s approach, and the spirit 

of the exhibition, Sightlines could be 
seen as an experiment, a sketch that 
plays around with ideas about how to 
present the work. It can be understood 
as part of something that is both 
bigger and incomplete, something that 
is all potential, on-going, evolving - 
individual and shared practice.  
 
Sightlines, a collaboration between 
Helen Carnac helencarnac.co.uk, 
Matthew Harris matthewharriscloth.
co.uk and David Gates 
davidgatesstudioworkshop.co.uk, will 
be on show at the Museum in the Park 
from Saturday 4th May until Sunday 
2nd June as part of the Select Art Trail 
2019.

 
On Saturday 11th May there will be a 
Gallery talk and conversation at 2pm. 
The artists will discuss their work and 
the evolution of Sightlines chaired by 
Paul Harper. 

 
For further information and the full 
programme for this year’s Select Art 
Trail visit sitselect.org

 
Paul Harper has a wide range of experience 
of working in the arts. He was a founding 
director of Alias Arts and is Vice-chair of the 
Forest of Dean Sculpture Trust. He currently 
combines writing, research and teaching 
with consultancy in the visual arts and crafts.
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This year’s SITE 
Festival of artist-
led projects is 
accompanied by a 
fascinating programme 
of talks, showing that 
one small corner of 
Gloucestershire, at 
least, is still open to 
influences from the 
Continent. 

SVA have been running Open 
Studios and the SITE Festival now for 
24 years, profiling the work of local 
artists. And as SITE has become more 
ambitious, the festival has included a 
growing programme of talks, getting 
visual artists to describe their practices, 
and bringing external perspectives to 
the Stroud arts scene.

This year is no exception. For SVA 
co-director Jo Leahy, the value of the 
talks is partly in giving visitors a way 
in to the Open Studios, and a better 
understanding of the work they’re 
seeing. “It can be intimidating to go 
into someone’s studio, feeling that 
you need to ask the right questions. 
We’ve just been trying to build better 
conversations around art, helping 
people engage with it more.”

And where past Talks programmes 
have featured exchanges with artists 
in Amsterdam, this time it is Berlin that 
takes centre stage. “We’re interested 
in building up conversations between 
artists and audiences,” says Jo, “and 
also between different creative spaces. 
This year we’re focusing on Berlin. It’s 
a shared project that myself from SVA 
is working on together with German 
Stroud based artist Uta Baldauf and 
Kath Child from Atelier (makerspace 
in Stroud). We are going to Berlin on 
a research trip in June, and then from 
September to November we are going 
to be working on a series of projects”. 

Tying in with these projects, this 
year’s SITE Festival talks have many 
connections with Berlin. One will 
feature Berlin-based author Charles 
Landry, who works with cities across 
the world, helping them to think about 
urban change, and how the creative 
imagination can transform city centres. 
Landry’s book The Creative City: a 

Toolkit for Urban Innovators has 
sparked something of a movement to 
rethink the planning, development and 
management of cities. His talk on the 
12th May, Creative Stroud and Berlin: 
An Unusual Couple, will reflect on 
recent changes in Stroud, and what we 
can learn from Germany’s capital. 

For Jo, “it’s interesting for us to be 
looking at parallel projects, what’s 
going on in Berlin and Amsterdam, and 
to think about how we make those sorts 
of thing happen in Stroud. Many of this 
year’s talks are looking at that link. It 
shows our ambition for Stroud: if you 
can do it in a city, why not here?”

This year’s SITE festival hopes to 
raise questions around the availability 
of creative spaces and stimulate 
debate around how this is an 
important aspect of change-making in 
Stroud. These discussions will feed into 
SVA’s next project, working with UWE 
architecture students, to use shipping 
containers to create art spaces in the 
centre of Stroud (in the car park behind 
the Goods Shed, to be exact). The aim 
is to achieve a critical mass of creative 
workspaces, to increase the vibrancy of 
the town centre. 

The SITE festival theme around 
creative space also creates a perfect 
platform for the launch of a series of 
sessions around how creative spaces 
is interlinked with community and 
especially the Stroud community. The 
first session takes place on the 9th 
May, (organised by Kath Child, Paul 
Harper, Rose Rees Jones and Hannah 
Thomson) entitled Creative Spaces – 
Creating Communities, it will involve 
a discussion about and a mapping of 
creative spaces and how they support 
a sustainable and resilient community 
in Stroud. For Jo this is about “creating 
a forum for all those people who are 
working in this way, building a stronger 
sense of community.” More sessions 
under Creative Spaces – Creating 
Communities are planned for June and 
July (see more at atelierstroud.com/
creativespaces).

The third talk in this series on 
creative spaces is from Assemble, the 
Turner Prize-winning architectural 
company. Holly Briggs will be 
discussing Assemble’s hands on, 
collaborative approach work in 
community-building projects.

Also connected with Berlin will 

be a Radio Cinema event with Eliza 
Lomas (the Radio Cinema originates 
from Atelier Stroud, but will take place 
at SVA as part of the SITE festival), 
an independent maker of radio 
programmes, whose podcasts have 
included interviews with Berlin-based 
artists, talking about what it’s like 
living in the city, and how they’ve seen 
it change. Listening In will discuss 
the rise in interest in podcasts, which 
have created a new platform for 
independent voices. 

Together with the many other artists’ 
talks this year, this all goes to show 
what the arts contribute to living in 
the Stroud area: in the arts at least, 
this is a small Gloucestershire town 
that looks to Amsterdam and Berlin 
for comparison. Jo says: “I was talking 
to Charles Landry, and he was saying 
that Stroud is unique. I’m always saying 
that too, but I don’t travel all over 
the world like he does. I and my SVA 
co-director Neil Walker have always 
been ambitious in our plans, trying to 
make these things happen in a small 
town, and showing that you don’t have 
to go to a city to have a vibrant arts 
scene. With the costs of living in London 
and even Bristol now, more and more 
people are migrating to rural locations. 
They want critical, engaging spaces 
where they can come and see excellent 
work, and talk about interesting topics. 
Through the SITE Festival, this is what 
we’re giving them.”

 
SITE Festival talks take place from the 
3rd to 19th May. For the full programme 
visit: sitefestival.org.uk

 
Open Studios, between 11th-12th 
and 18th-19th May, has 80 artists 
taking part. A new location this year is 
Woodchester Mansion, and the new 
Stroud Brewery which will feature a 
Taster exhibition, showing one piece of 
work from each of the Open Studios 
artists, to help visitors decide which 
studios to go and see. 

 
Tickets are available via the SITE 
website – sitefestival.org.uk – and at 
SVA on John Street (open Wednesdays 
to Saturdays, 10am-3pm).

 
Matt Shinn runs Whole New Chapter Ltd, a 
Stroud-based editorial and design agency. 
wholenewchapter.co.uk

By Matt  Shinn

Site Festival:

Talks
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ARTS  
LISTINGS

 ALLOMORPHIC

Maeve With Love
Artist's studio and shop situated in 
Allomorphic shop on Lansdown, 
opposite the Library. Maeve specialises 
in fun and vibrant, affordable prints, 
cards and t-shirts. Open Tue - Sat 
10am-5pm 

allomorphic.co.uk

 ART OF CLAY

Clay Sinclair
Provocative post-pop paintings 
on Perspex by local/international 
artist Clay Sinclair situated at 48 
High Street.  Plus prints for those 
on a budget and People's Republic 
of Stroud tat for those joining the 
revolution. Open Mon – Fri 11am-5pm/
Sat 10am-5pm

claysinclair.com

 ATELIER

THURS 9TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Creative Spaces - 
Creating Communities
During SITE Atelier will launch the first of 
a programme of meet-ups which will be 
a forum for providing mutual support, 
exploring collaborative working and 
fostering a greater sense of community 
amongst creative spaces in Stroud. 
Beyond bringing together anyone with 
an interest in the diversity of spaces 
that currently exist; the aim will be to 
map provision, to connect local groups/
organisations, and to identify gaps and 
opportunities. More generally, we are 
interested in exploring the various roles 
played by creative spaces - in providing 
workspace, support and shared 
resources for artists and craftspeople, 
but also in community building, place-
making and as hubs for the exchange 
of knowledge and experience. 7pm 
£5adv/£6otd 

SUN 12TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Sew on the Go – 
Mary Jane Baxter 
Three years ago, Mary Jane Baxter 
quit her job at the BBC and headed for 
Europe in her mobile craft studio. Mary 
Jane will be giving a talk about her 
trip and the challenges of trying to live 
creatively. 1pm Free 

SAT 18TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Growing Victorians 
in your Garden by Bill Jones
Drop into the Atelier Potting Shed for 
some short informal talks with Bill Jones, 
full of practical tips. 11am Free

SAT 18TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Fashion and 
Technology – A Historical Romance 
with Philip Delamore 
Machines and computer science 
developed rapidly during the last 

century but how did fashion adapt 
or get inspired? Philip Delamore is a 
research fellow and lecturer in Fashion 
Design at the London College of 
Fashion. He is also a freelance fashion 
designer and co-Founder and CIO 
of Change of Paradigm, a fashion 
tech company. 1pm Free (donations 
welcome!) 

 DUFFLE VINTAGE

As well as stocking vintage furniture 
and clothing Patrick’s shop acts as 
a revolving gallery for local artists 
creating a unique and unconventional 
exhibition space. Currently showing 
works by Melvyn Warren-Smith, Dan 
Rawlings, Steven Hubbard, Zoe Heath, 
Susan Kester, Haruko Boot, Nick Purcell, 
Jo Caslin and Emily Seffar plus Lazy 
Dog Box guitars and Revelray custom 
guitars by Gordon Simpson. Mon –Sat 
10am-6:30pm/Sun 10am-6pm

facebook.com/dufflevintage

 GALLERY PANGOLIN

MON 13TH MAY – SAT 29TH JUNE 
Jon Buck: Time of Our Lives
A major body of new work showing 
simultaneously at both Pangolin 
Galleries. Jon Buck draws inspiration 
from a wide range of historical 
and contemporary scientific and 
anthropological sources and many of 
his new works explore primary patterns 
derived from the natural world. They 
embellish the surfaces of containers, 
bells and arks with an implied need for 
the preservation of the great diversity 
that is Life. Mon-Fri 10am-6pm/Sat 
10am-1pm

gallery-pangolin.com

 MALTHOUSE COLLECTIVE

SUN 12TH 
Decorative Fair
A carefully curated collection of 
decorative antiques, textiles and 
gardenalia.  An exciting opportunity 
for customers to buy from handpicked 
dealers from outside of the Collective…
10am-4pm 

themalthousecollective.co.uk

 MINCHINHAMPTON MARKET  
 HOUSE 

SAT 18TH – SUN 19TH 
Contemporary Designer Makers 
Contemporary Designer Makers 
return for their Spring Exhibition at 
Minchinhampton Market House. The 
exhibition will be open from 10am-
4pm and will be showcasing original 
work including: glass, ceramics, 
leatherwork, paintings, prints and 
jewellery. Follow on instagram @
contemporarydesignermakers for 
further info. 

minchinhamptonmarkethouse.co.uk

 MUSEUM IN THE PARK

SUN 7TH APR – SUN 5TH MAY 
Helen Williams: Beyond the Garden 
Gate
In this collection, Helen presents her 
garden; the wildlife she encounters 
walking daily beside a nearby stream; 
her perennial love of the sea shore; 

her journeys to Ireland and Scotland, 
and also, familiar items in her kitchen. 
These 50 works comprise pen drawings, 
paintings and needlepoint embroidery. 

museuminthepark.org.uk

 MERRYWALKS SHOPPING  
 CENTRE  

THURS 16TH/SAT 18TH 
SITE Festival Talks: OWN Artists
What spaces are referred to? How 
can they be occupied? What is their 
importance? What is ownership? OWN 
is a project and an artist’s collective 
created by 11 BA Hons Fine Art students 
from University of Gloucestershire. 
Own is a model that brings together 
individuals in a temporary project to 
experiment with ideas about space, 
specifically, Occupied space Without 
Notice. The collective will introduce the 
OWN project and invite participants 
to get involved on Thursday 16th May, 
from 9am. The project will culminate 
with an open discussion on Saturday 
18th May. Thurs 9am/Sat 4pm Free

sitefestival.org.uk

 PEGASUS

SAT 11TH 
Art Talk: Sarah Wimperis – Travels 
with My Paintbrush
A talk with fine artist and visiting tutor at 
Pegasus Art: “For over forty years I have 
been travelling with my paintbrush. 
From the painting kit in an old wooden 
box that travelled all the way to China 
on the Trans-Siberian railway in 1984, 
where paintings literally saved my life, 
to my glorious travelling studio which I 
take with me across Europe, painting to 
commission and getting as much plein 
air painting done as humanly possible. 
There are tales of painting with snakes 
in Israel, to frozen paint in Norway 
all the way to five months painting in 
Poland on the film, Loving Vincent.”7pm 
£5

TUES 28TH 
Art Talk: Schimncke Finest Artists 
Paints and Watercolour Demonstration 
Schmincke have been making the 
finest quality artist paints in Dusseldorf 
since 1881 and they have sent their 
UK ambassador to come and tell us 
all about how they are made! Anke 
Heintz will be joined by well-known 
watercolourist Barry Herniman who will 
demonstrate how to use their Horadam 
watercolours and Aqua mediums. If you 
love watercolours, or even if you are a 
complete beginner, come along for a 
glass of fizz and a fun evening with two 
experts. 6pm Free

pegasusart.co.uk

 SELECT ART TRAIL 2019: PEOPLE  
 AND PLACES 

WEDS 8TH – SUN 26TH MAY/STUDIO 
WEEKENDS: SAT 11TH – SUN 12TH/
SAT 18TH – SUN 19TH MAY

The revamped Select Art Trail 2019 is 
full of stimulating and inspiring artist 
led exhibitions and Open Studios in 
venues across the Stroud Valleys with 
over 100 artists taking part. Leading 
international and emerging artists from 
the visual arts come together to present 
their work. Discover private spaces, a 
studio in a hidden quarry, renovated 
Mills, and once School of Art in Stroud. 

Artists include: Matthew Harris, Helen 
Carnac, David Gates in ‘Sightlines’, Clay 
Loft Collective including Tom Jackson, 
Angela Parker, Anna Gravelle, Cleo 
Mussi, Fionna Hesketh among others…

SAT 4TH MAY – SUN 2ND JUNE 
Matthew Harris, Helen Carnac and 
David Gates: Sightlines 
An exhibition exploring the potential of 
holes, voids and spaces to frame and 
define viewpoints. (Museum in the Park) 

WEDS 8TH – SUN 26TH 
Children’s Shop Quiz: Discover the 
Endangered Species
Pick up a flyer from Stroud Valley 
Project in Threadneedle Street or Town 
Council office and find the endangered 
animals in shop windows. Free badges 
to all participants. Prizes to be won! 
Devised by Bill Jones with Lizzi Walton. 

WEDS 8TH – SUN 19TH 
Jacy Wall and Bjork Haraldsdottir: 
Materials Matter 
Two artists collaborate to bring a 
dazzling show of pattern and colour, 
perfection and imperfection. Jacy Wall’s 
woven tapestries use deconstruction 
and playing with pattern and structure. 
Interventions such as stitching, 
patching and darning reflect a long 
time interest in the theme of mending.  
Bjork Haraldsdóttir‘s tactile and 
expressive ceramic art explore the 
interplay between three-dimensional 
architectural form and two-dimensional 
surface treatment. (Lansdown Gallery) 

WEDS 8TH – SUN 26TH 
Jack Everett
Woodcut prints by Jack Everett on the 
Ground Floor of the Centre for Science 
and Art…

SAT 11TH 
In Conversation: Sightlines 
An informal gallery talk and 
conversation with Helen Carnac, David 
Gates and Matthew Harris, chaired 
by Paul Harper. A chance to meet the 
artists and hear more about the work 
on display in the ‘Sightlines’ exhibition. 
2pm (Museum in the Park – Gallery 
One) 

SAT 11TH – SUN 19TH 
Ceramics Exhibition 
Contemporary work by Paul Wearing, 
Adrian Bates, Richard St John Heeley 
and Tom Knowles Jackson. (the Clay 
Loft) 

SAT 18TH 
In Conversation: Jacy Wall and Bjork 
Haraldsdottir
Jacy Wall and Bjork Haraldsdottir in 
conversation with Andy Christian. 
6:30pm (Lansdown Gallery) 

sitselect.org

 SITE FESTIVAL

FRI 3RD – SUN 19TH MAY

A visually inspiring festival of artist-led 
exhibitions, films and performances 
combined with a diverse series of talks 
from artists and writers. You can also 
follow the discussions with the podcasts 
on resoundradio.org.uk. At the heart of 
the festival will be the long-established 
Open Studios on 11th-12th and 
18th -19th May with new festival sites 
including Woodchester Mansion and 
the Open Studios Taster exhibition at 
Stroud Brewery. 
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pegasusart.co.uk

Pegasus Art
Select Art Trail
11th 12th 18th & 19th May
Studios open 11 - 6pm

*Eight artist studios to visit with 
artwork for sale at studio prices

*Guest Exhibitors 
Mel Cormack-Hicks & Sarah Wimperis 

Artist Studios:
Jane Fisher

Max Hale
Paul Fowler

Sarah Howard
Teresa Poole

Carol Honess
Julie Fowler

Susie Harding

Pegasus Art Shop Griffin Mill Stroud GL5 2AZ
info@pegasusart.co.uk   www.pegasusart.co.uk  01453 886560

POP UP 
CAFE

*Art Talk     11th May    5 - 7pm     Book online
‘Travels with my paintbrush’ Sarah Wimperis 
“Snakes in Israel & five months in Van Goghs shoes”

10% OFF ALL ART MATERIALS
IN OUR SHOP FOUR DAYS ONLY!

Shop open Saturdays 9 - 6pm & Sundays 11 - 4pm

materials 
matter

+ In Conversation with Andy Christian 
Saturday 18 May 6.30pm  free admission

Lansdown Gallery, Stroud GL5 1BB

Jacy Wall + Björk Haraldsdóttir

select art trail 2019 presents

tapestries | ceramics | prints

www.sitselect.org

8 – 19 May

s i t good on pap Materials Matter ad april 2019 v1.indd   6 11/04/2019   16:43

Paul Wearing
Adrian Bates

Richard St John Heeley
Tom Knowles Jackson

11th to 19th May 2019 10-5 daily
           Private View 10th May 7-10pm

Gallery 1673, Inchbrook Mill, GL55EZ

Ceramics Exhibition
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Richard Heeley

www.sitselect.org

experiments in  
black & white
Neville Gabie
illustrated talk
Saturday 15 June 2.30pm
Centre for Science & Art, Lansdown,  
Stroud GL5 1BB
The talk will focus around an ongoing body of drawings and film 
based performance work initiated during the 4 months Neville 
spent with the British Antarctic Survey. Tickets: www.sitselect.org

select connect talks present
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 STEVE RUSSELL GALLERY

SAT 11TH 
Stereoscopic Vision: A Spotlight on the 
Chameleons of Rwenzori 
Following the success of Mountains of 
the Moon at the Royal Geographical 
Society, the Steve Russell Gallery invite 
you to a new exhibition at their studios 
and gallery in Gloucestershire, focusing 
on the chameleons of the Rwenzori 
Mountains. 11am -4pm  - show 
continues until mid-nov 

steverussellgallery.com

 STROUD BREWERY

FRI 3RD – SUN 19TH 
SITE Festival: Open Studios Taster 
Exhibition
The SVA are excited to announce that 
the Open Studios 2019 Taster Exhibition 
will be at the new Stroud Brewery 
building. This exhibition offers visitors 
a great opportunity to see one piece of 
work by each of the Open Studio artists 
so you can plan your studio visits and 
routes over the two weekends. Open 
Wednesdays to Sundays, check the 
Stroud Brewery website for opening 
times. Weds-Thurs-Sun 11am-5pm/Fri-
Sat 11am-8pm 

sitefestival.org.uk

 SVA 

THURS 18TH APR – SAT 4TH MAY 
SITE Festival: Jessie Bond
Jessie Bond is a writer based in London. 
She writes about art and photography 
for various publications including 
Art Licks, Paper Journal and this is 
tomorrow and is currently researching 
contemporary photographic depictions 
of conflict and the photobook. 
This exhibition will show bookwork 
installations and films by Jessie Bond 
and is presented by Cast Space, an art 
platform organised by James Holliday. 
Open Fri and Sat 10am-3pm (John 
Street) 

SAT 4TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Jessie Bond 
This will also be an opportunity to see 
the last day of Jessie Bond’s bookwork 
installations and films in an exhibition 
presented by Cast Space, an art 
platform organised by James Holliday. 
1pm Free (John Street)

TUES 7TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Hands On - Holly 
Briggs, Assemble
Assemble is a multi-disciplinary 
collective working across architecture, 
design and art. In 2015 Assemble 
were awarded the Turner Prize for 
their on-going work in ‘Granby Four 
Streets’, Liverpool. They take a hands on, 
collaborative approach, and whilst their 
work usually includes design it rarely 
starts or ends there. It often employs a 
range of means from the social to the 
infrastructural to make spaces which 
enable independence, self-authorship, 
creativity and difference. This is an 
Atelier/ SVA collaboration as part of the 
OWN project. 6:30pm £4-£6 (Goods 
Shed) 

SAT 11TH – SUN 19TH 
SITE Festival: Sheridan Jones

Sheridan Jones is an artist and self-
portrait photographer. Her instinctively 
gifted manner of perceiving reality, 
and her playful dark and meticulously 
composed self-portraits, reveal the 
mysteries of making and unmaking 
of identity. This show is a continuation 
of the exploration of her internal 
phantoms. A revelation of the hidden, 
the breaking of personal and social 
taboos as the alternate is revealed. Sat 
– Sun 11am-6pm/Fri 10am-3pm (John 
Street) 

SAT 11TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Sheridan Jones with 
Nancy Trotter Landry
Sheridan will be in conversation with 
Nancy Trotter Landry (Giffords Circus) to 
discuss her work as a performance and 
visual artist. Sheridan’s exhibition will 
be open for the Site Festival and Open 
Studios. For more information pick up 
an Open Studios Directory from SVA. 
2pm Free (John Street) 

SAT 11TH 
SITE Festival Talks: The Art of Not 
Making – Michael Petry
Can an artist claim that an object is a 
work of art if it has been made for him 
or her by someone else? If so, who is the 
‘author’ of such a work? And just what 
is the difference between a work of art 
and a work of craft?  Michael Petry will 
be talking about his recent book ‘The Art 
of Not Making: The New Artist Artisan 
Relationship’. Fiaz Elson, Aimee Lax and 
Cory Burr will be joining Michael in a 
discussion after the talk. Michael Petry 
is an artist, author and Director of the 
Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) 
London. 6:30pm £4-£6 (John Street) 

SAT 11TH – FRI 31ST 
SITE Festival: Jeff Johns
Jeff Johns is a visual artist, DJ and 
nominated Bristol local legend who 
views himself as a creative outsider. His 
visual work can be both introspective 
and direct. He uses written and spoken 
text in his work, drawing images with 
words in a colourful and bold manner. 
For Jeff, his work is a cathartic process 
and can be emotional, angry and 
passionate. Jeff also makes films and 
animations and his short film ‘Anything 
But Me’ was shown at Edinburgh film 
festival in 2017. Jeff Johns’ new work 
‘Imagined Records’ was exhibited 
as part of the Home-spun exhibition 
at Spike Island in March 2018. Art in 
Motion (AIM) is a participatory arts 
organisation, based at Spike Island 
Studios, Bristol, that supports artists that 
face disabling barriers to reach their 
artistic potential. (John Street) 

SUN 12TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Being Artists – 
Colin Higginson 
A talk by Colin Higginson on Art in 
Motion and the work of Jeff Johns .3pm 
Free (John Street) 

SUN 12TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Creative Stroud 
and Berlin -  An Unusual Couple with 
Charles Landry
Creative Stroud & Berlin: An unusual 
couple: What places encourage people 
to be imaginative, what are their 
qualities and characteristics? What 
are the conditions that allow people to 
think, plan and act with imagination? 
Does history matter? Does this happen 
organically? What can learn about 
creative environments by comparing 
Stroud and Berlin?   Charles Landry is 
an international authority on the use 

of imagination and creativity in urban 
change who invented the concept of 
the Creative City in the late 1980’s. He 
is currently a fellow at the Robert Bosch 
Academy in Berlin. 7pm £4-£6 (Goods 
Shed)  

THURS 16TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Fire vs. Water: Dr 
Amy Concannon - JMW Turner and 
John Constable 
A talk exploring the very different lives 
and personalities of two of Britain’s 
best-loved landscape painters: Turner, 
who found fame and fortune at an 
early age, and Constable, whose career 
was comparatively slowburning but 
equally pioneering.  Dr Amy Concannon 
is a curator at Tate Britain. She is a 
specialist in art of the Romantic period, 
particularly landscape painting and the 
work of Turner, Constable and William 
Blake. 7pm £4-£6 (John Street) 

SAT 18TH 
SITE Festival Talks: Radio Cinema 
presents Listening In with Eliza Lomas 
Radio and podcast producer Eliza 
Lomas presents a communal listening 
evening. Expect to hear some of her 
favourite audio work, from storytelling 
to sound art, alongside clips from 
her own projects. She’ll also be in 
conversation with Katharina Child 
(Atelier) and Jo Leahy (SVA) about her 
career so far, which includes making 
podcasts in Berlin with Peaches, 
working with Stephen Fry for Radio 
4 and recording binaural sound art 
for Resonance FM.  An Atelier / SVA 
collaboration. 6:30pm £3-£5 (John 
Street) 

FRI 31ST 
Mothers Who Make: Meet-Up  
Mothers Who Make is a monthly peer 
support group for mothers who are 
artists and makers, in any discipline 
and at any stage on their creative 
paths.  Every kind of maker is welcome- 
professional and/or passionate – 
writers, painters, performers, producers, 
musicians, bakers, crafters, architects, 
historians …. more information please 
email: rebeccakstapleford@live.co.uk. 
1-3pm £3donation (John Street) 

sva.org.uk

 CHALFORD VILLAGE HALL

SAT 4TH – SUN 5TH 
Chalford Stitchers Show
20th anniversary of the Chalford 
Stitchers Show ft. a display of quilts 
and embroidery including the Trees 
Challenge. Buy or win a quilt - take 
a chance in the raffle and tombola! 
Browse the items for sale, enjoy 
homemade cakes and teas…11am 
– 4:30pm entrance by donation (all 
proceeds to Stroud Women’s Refuge) 

 BISLEY VILLAGE HALL

SAT 18TH – SUN 19TH 
World Textiles Weekend
Textiles from Africa, also China, France, 
India and Japan, plus designer makers. 
Refreshments available!  Sat 10am-
5pm/Sun 10am-4pm 

textilefairs.co.uk

 RUSKIN MILL NAILSWORTH

WEDS 24TH APR – WEDS 15TH MAY

Dunbar St Revisited
First shown at the Museum in The Park 
in 2013, this group of woodblock prints 
and drawings were made over a 10 
year period leading up to exhibition. 
Featuring both colour and monochrome 
prints their source triggers are wide 
ranging: William Morris designs; stained 
glass windows; electricity pylons; 
old wallpapers and artefacts from 
museums.

FRI 17TH MAY – FRI 14TH JUNE 
Nailsworth Festival: Walter Lewis
An exhibition of photography and more 
by Walter Lewis as part of this year’s 
Nailsworth Festival. The closing event 
on Friday 14 June will be an evening of 
discussion and celebration of all things 
local. The details are to be confirmed 
but there will be a talk and a warm 
invitation to the floor to contribute, 
livened up by a bit of music!

rmt.org

 PREMA ARTS CENTRE ULEY

TUES 30TH APR – SAT 8TH JUNE 
Ros Wise
For the exhibition of her new paintings, 
Ros Wise turns her focus to the 
magnificent Uley Bury – an Iron Age hill 
fort which keeps watch over our village 
and its inhabitants…10am – 4pm

TUES 30TH APR – SAT 8TH JUNE 
Stephanie Cole
Illustrator and designer-maker 
Stephanie Cole works across several 
mediums from commissioned design 
work and large murals to her range of 
crafted wooden jewellery, stationery 
and home accessories. The result is a 
lifestyle range of illustrated curiosities 
which inspire her to constantly evolve 
within her practice.10am-4pm

TUES 30TH APR – SAT 8TH JUNE 
Mary Maddocks
Mary’s creative work combines a 
passion for woven crafts with a lifelong 
love of the natural world to create wall-
hangings and woven jewellery, inspired 
by landscape and texture. She is 
particularly drawn to the landscapes of 
West Wales and the Scottish Highlands 
and the muted, elegant, natural tones 
are present within of her work. 10am-
4pm 

prema.org.uk

 NEW BREWERY ARTS CENTRE 

SAT 30TH MAR – SUN 2ND JUNE 
Aimee Lax: Radioactive Boglach
Recent work by Aimee Lax using a 
range of materials including ceramics, 
steel and acrylic glass, to explore 
her fear and fascination of human 
effects on the natural world. Meet the 
artist Sat 1st June at 2pm

newbreweryarts.org.uk



Stereoscopic Vision
A spotlight on the Chameleons of Rwenzori

Saturday 11th May
11am - 4pm

RSVP
Show continues until mid November

Unit 8a, Chalford Industrial Estate, Glos, GL6 8NT

www.steverussellgallery.com                                             01453 885884

Following the success of Mountains of the Moon at the Royal 
Geographical Society, we invite you to a new exhibition at our studios and 

gallery in Gloucestershire, focusing on the chameleons of the 
Rwenzori Mountains. 

CHALFORD  GLOS  GL6 8NT     
01453 889765   

gallery@pangolin-editions.com 
www.gallery-pangolin.com

GALLERY PANGOLIN

Time of our Lives
Jon Buck
13th May - 29th June
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A major body of new work showing simultaneously at 
both galleries 

Pangolin London  1st May - 8th June
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World 
Textiles
Weekend
2019 
includes:

Martin Conlan: 
Slow Loris -Tribal Textiles 
from Southwest China
Jennifer Evans: 
Jenpatola - Decorative Textiles 
and Jewellery sourced in India
John Gillow: 
African, Indian and South East 
Asian Textiles plus his own 
textile books
Polly Lyster:
Dyeworks- lovely linen, hemp 
or silk garments and cloths dyed 
in natural shades with indigo
shibori a speciality  
Dorothy Reglar: 
Colours of Asia - Designer maker 
of ethnic inspired garments
Tiger Moth:  
Carpets, cushions, scarves and 
jewellery from around the world.  
Other stalls yet to be finalised 

OUTSIDE - Fabazaar: 
Contemporary Indian textiles 
and clothing

 SATURDAY, May 18th
  10.00am – 5.00pm
 SUNDAY, May 19th 
 10.00am - 4.00pm
Bisley Village Hall, Manor Street, 
Nr STROUD, Gloucestershire. GL6 7BJ

www.textilefairs.co.uk

Admission £1.00, children under 15 free
Please bring cash or cheque

Inf
orm

ati
on

 fro
m 

Ba
ile

y C
ur

tis
 

on
 

01
45

3 8
23

37
5 

or ba
ile

y@
ba

ile
yc

ur
tis

.co
m

De
lic

iou
s fo

od
 by

 W
oo

dr
u� 

s o
f S

tro
ud

2019

Craft 
Summer Sch

ool



When Kate Raw 
starts speaking about 
Shakespeare her eyes flash 
and dance with wicked 
humour and passion. Pithy 
and pertinent quotes tumble 
out of her mouth with all 
the clarity, gaiety and force 
of a mountain stream in full 
flow. As our conversation 
progresses and I learn 
about Kate’s background 
as a self-confessed 
“Shakespeare nerd”, 
independent researcher 
at The Globe and Royal 
Shakespeare Company, 
creative director of open-air 
theatre company, designer 
and musician; I find myself 
thinking there can be no-
one better equipped to 
bring Shakespeare out from 
behind dusty pages and into 
the park in an accessible 
and exciting way.

This is exactly what Kate and her 
team have set out to do with this 
year’s Stroud Shakespeare Festival. 
The intention behind the festival 
is to change people’s experience 
of Shakespeare from something 
alienating or difficult, to truly accessible 
and engaging entertainment. Of the 
13 productions on the programme, 
under half will be in the original 
Shakespearean language. The rest 
will bring Shakespeare’s magnificent 
storytelling into the modern voice - 

and even multiple languages. The 
companies who make up this year’s 
programme will seek to retell the 
timeless tales of The Bard through a 
spectrum of unexpected - and at times 
hilarious - performances.

The festival was successfully 
established last year by Five Valleys 
Productions - the student production 
company from SGS College who are 
now known as Space Productions - 
under the leadership of Alan Mandel 
Butler. Kate performed songs from 
Shakespeare at the festival last year 
with her musical trio ‘Sounds and 
Sweet Airs’ and approached Alan to 
be part of organising the festival in 
the future, whereupon he encouraged 
her to take over the leadership role 
for 2019.

This year’s event will be held in 
the stunning surroundings of the 
Museum in the Park. As well as the 
ticketed performances (which will be 
priced at no more than £10) there 
will be a cornucopia of free events 
and Shakespeare-themed creative 
activities for everyone to enjoy - kids 
very much included! The event takes 
place during half term and will offer 
crafts and theatrical workshops for 
children, face painting, flower crowns, 
a children’s trail through the museum 
and a costume cupboard!

Kate will be directing the Stroud 
Shakespeare Festival Company in a 
production of The Tempest, in which 
the cast will perform as a group 
of fishermen - complete with sea 
shanties and Ariel playing accordion. 
There will be a 1940s rewrite of the 
famous ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 
from StormCloud Arts (think land girls 
and much laughter), as well as scenes 
from Twelfth Night by the International 
Actors’ Ensemble, who will be 

performing in multiple languages at 
once! 

Thornbury-based Downpour 
Theatre company bring one of 
the bard’s lesser known plays – 
the Comedy of Errors, a farcical 
comedy with 2 sets of twins and lots 
of mistaken identity! And of course 
Impromptu Shakespeare Company 
will be offering their uniquely off-
the-cuff approach to performance, 
improvising a live production for your 
entertainment. Last year’s organisers 
Space Productions will be bringing a 
production of Macbeth to the festival 
this year, as well as supporting as 
volunteers with some of the running 
of the festival. Finally, do keep an eye 
out for special guest Queen Elizabeth 
I - a great supporter of Shakespeare 
who is rumoured to be making an 
appearance at the festival this year!

In between workshops, films, and 
theatre productions you will be treated 
to performances from local musicians 
and have the chance to enjoy coffee 
and a cake from Grouch Coffee and 
The Canteen and or grab a meal on 
the go from culinary pop-ups dotted 
around the venue. Musical highlights 
include the Shakespeare Heptet - a 
trio who perform the sonnets in a 
variety of styles, including folk, blues, 
punk, jazz, and more and Nailsworth’s 
own Sotelo Singers who will perform 
operatic numbers from Shakespeare-
inspired musicals such as Kiss Me Kate. 
To top off the local line-up, established 
local artists such as Dennis Gould and 
Phillip Kingsbury will have Shakespeare 
themed work for sale during the 
festival.

If you are still on the fence about 
coming to the Stroud Shakespeare 
Festival and think perhaps that 
Shakespeare is not your thing, Kate has 

the following invitation for you:
“At the end of the day, Shakespeare 

was an entertainer, and his plays were 
meant to entertain. Sometimes the 
language feels like a barrier, but one of 
the best things about him is that he was 
a genius storyteller. So whether they’re 
told though the original language, 
or retold in contemporary English, as 
quite a few of this year’s productions 
are, just come and experience the 
storytelling! Shakespeare was writing 
for the masses, for everyone. That’s 
what we want to bring out with the 
festival – Shakespeare is for everyone.”

Kate tells me that what she is really 
most excited about is the chance for 
people to experience Shakespeare in 
a new and joyous way. In the words 
of the man himself, Kate invites the 
people of Stroud to: “Frame your 
mind to mirth and merriment”- so 
come along to the festival, experience 
something new and above all have a 
jolly good time!

 
Stroud Shakespeare Festival takes 
place at The Museum in the Park 
between May 30th and June 2nd. 
Applications to perform at the festival 
are now closed and the full line-up has 
been confirmed. Tickets for the festival 
performances are available now via 
stroudshakespearefestival.com and 
don’t forget there will be plenty of free 
events throughout the weekend - so 
just turn up and enjoy! 

 
Lucy White is a freelance writer and creative 
based in Nailsworth, mostly to be found in the 
woods or by the river when not at her desk. 
Specialising in web content for creatives, 
local businesses and entrepreneurs 
at glowingphrases.com, instagram@
lucyroseuk

By Lucy Whi te
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 COTSWOLD PLAYHOUSE

SAT 4TH 
Baroque Theatre Company: Death and 
the Maiden
The award winning London smash 
hit play and subsequent feature film 
Death and the Maiden is revived in 
this exclusive tour by Baroque Theatre 
Company. Gripping high drama, with 
great intensity, this is a unique and 
first-rate thriller. 7:30pm £12

THURS 9TH – SAT 11TH 
Hexagon Theatre Company: Winter Hill
There are big plans for Winter Hill, and 
work has already begun on a fabulous 
new building. But is it a boon for the 
local economy or a reckless, destructive 
folly? And why is this group of women 
gathered here at dusk to discuss 
female heroism? Darkness is falling. 
7:30pm £12.50/£6 18 and under

cotswoldplayhouse.co.uk

 GIFFORDS CIRCUS

FRI 3RD – MON 13TH 
Xanadu 
Roll up, roll in to the stately pleasure-
dome for miracles, song, symphony 
and enchantment. Musicians, horses, 
clowns and tumblers enfolded in this 
joyful paradise, with music loud and 

long – the Giffords Circus caravan 
will be taking to the road for a 2019 
summer of love. It is midsummer 1973 
in Hyde Park and the flower power 
movement is at its height. Hippies, 
hipsters, rock stars, musicians, wild 
women and global nomads with 
Shamanic horses gather to play, sing, 
dance, protest and perform. Policemen 
and a family of out-of-towners get 
caught up in the celebrations. Will they 
get in the groove? Nell Gifford builds a 
pleasure dome and Tweedy has a job 
in the kitchen as he thought everyone 
was talking about “Flour Power”. As 
evening approaches, the ever more 
chaotic event careers towards a joyful, 
transcendental finale. Be there or 
be square! Fennells Farm (tour also 
includes Minchinhampton Common 
15th – 27th Aug, Stratton Meadows, 
Cirencester 12th – 16th Sept and back 
to Fennells Farm for the final shows 
19th – 29th Sept) 

giffordscircus.com

 HILLES ART STUDIOS

SAT 4TH 
Let’s Make Art: Costume Making and 
Dancing with Boss Morris
Let’s Make Art join the folk dancing 
group Boss Morris’s at Hilles Studio 
for a costume making and dance 
workshop. Everything will be provided 
to create high quality accessories, 
including fringed capes, flower 
headdresses, masks and wristbands. 
All made from beautiful materials; 
pom poms, ribbons, feathers, flowers, 
bells and metallic lametta and more. 
Everything made can be taken home. 
Karen and Alice will guide the group 
of makers to create beautiful items to 
wear over and over again. Perfect for 
parties and festivals. 10am-1pm/1:30-

4:30pm £28early bird/£35after 

hoop.co.uk/lets-Make-Art

 LANSDOWN HALL

SAT 4TH 
Kundalini Clubbing
Cacao Ceremony, Kundalini Yoga set 
and transformational Kundalini Dance 
session. Free dance session with top 
dance tunes from our awesome DJ 
Tigger. Ending the evening with a 
relaxing Gong Bath. 7pm £20

FRI 10TH 
Earthbeats
Earth Beats is a conscious dance in 
Stroud. It is a meditative, mindful, 
embodied, and ecstatic dance 
inspired by Open Floor International 
and Gabrielle Roth’s 5Rhythms. 7.15pm 

SUN 12TH 
NIA: Essence of the Dance Arts
Come and experience the unique 
sensations and magic of the 5 
elements. Nia and Embodied yoga 
principles with Yael Hochenberg. 10am 
£35

lansdownhall.org

 ST GEORGES CHURCH  
 NAILSWORTH 

FRI 24TH 
Nailsworth Festival: Opera Anywhere – 
Puccini’s Heroes
An evening with Puccini’s heroines! 
Popular arias, duets and ensembles 
from some of Puccini’s most famous 
females, culminating in a staged 
performance, in English, of ‘Sister 
Angelica’. 7:30pm £18

nailsworthfestival.org.uk

 STROUD SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

THURS 30TH MAY – SUN 2ND JUNE
Stroud Shakespeare Festival returns 
to the Museum in the Park to kick off 
your summer with a kaleidoscope 
of all things Bill. Theatre, visual arts, 
children’s workshops, and plenty of 
“mirth and merriment” in between, 
SSF will delight both newcomers 
to Shakespeare, and those with 
annotated complete works. Come 
along and “fall into revelry!” Visit 
website for full programme…

stroudshakespearefestival.com

 CHANTRY CENTRE DURSLEY

TUES 7TH – SAT 11TH 
The Dods: Made in Dagenham
Join the ladies of Ford Dagenham as 
they stand up for equal rights in this 
new musical composed by Grammy 
Award winner David Arnold. First 
staged on the West End in 2014, the 
show follows working mother Rita 
O’Grady as she leads the women 
machinists in a strike over equal pay. 
Based on a true story and featuring 
historical characters like Harold Wilson 
and Barbara Castle, this fantastic show 
will make you laugh, make you cry, 
and most importantly make you shout: 
EVERYBODY OUT! 7:30pm 

chantrycentre.org 

 BARN THEATRE CIRENCESTER

TUES 2ND APR – SAT 4TH MAY 
The Butterfly Lion
Opening the new season in April is 
The Butterfly Lion by the acclaimed 
writer and former Children’s Laureate 
Michael Morpurgo (War Horse, 
Private Peaceful, Running Wild). This 
heart-warming yet bittersweet story of 
faithfulness, destiny and love tells the 
tale of a lonely boy in South Africa who 
adopts an orphaned white lion cub. 

WEDS 8TH – SAT 11TH 
Merrily We Roll Along
Franklin has abandoned his friends and 
his songwriting to become a producer 
in Hollywood. The musical shows 
snapshots of the important moments 
in his life that shaped the man that he 
is today.

WEDS 22ND MAY – SAT 22ND JUNE 
Henry V
This timeless Shakespeare tale is 
cleverly brought up to date and 
explores the conflict between tradition 
and modernity in Britain through the 
lens of a nation at war.

barntheatre.org.uk

COMEDY 
LISTINGS

 THE CROWN AND SCEPTRE

THURS 23RD 
Probably the Best Comedy Night in 
the World
Comedy night hosted by Gavin Pond 
and a hoard of new up and coming 
comedy talent! 8pm Free 

crownandsceptrestroud.com

 SVA

FRI 3RD 
Tonight with Elvis
On the eve of ‘May the 4th be with 
you’ prepare for a one-off  Star Wars/
Brexit mash up show like no-other. With 
guests from far far away, and maybe 
even someone front the dark side 
(insert Brexiteer/remoaner here) plus 
live music, games and a jar jar of ale or 
two it’s sure to be a night like no other. 
8pm £5otd (John Street) 

SAT 4TH 
SITE Festival: Mr Fluffypunk’s Penny 
Gaff: Phil Kay and Pete The Temp
Marking his half-century as an 
earthbound entity, Jonny Fluffypunk 
presents Penny Gaff, roughart cabaret 
with a spoken word spine. Featuring 
beautiful, free-form genius and 
Perrier-nominee Phil Kay -stand-up 
comedy’s answer to spontaneous 
human combustion...plus voice-and-
loop spoken word from international 
star of stage and street Pete The Temp. 
Plus more. Plus human Diazepam 
Miserable Malcolm, Jonny doing stuff, 
a film and a competition. Sofas and 
chairs for all. 7:30pm £8.50adv from 
SVA/£10on-line/£12otd

sva.org.uk

THEATRE 
/DANCE 
LISTINGS
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When Melanie Golding’s 
literary agent called with 
the news that her debut 
novel, Little Darlings – had 
been snapped up by HQ, 
part of Harper Collins 
publishers, she was making 
supper for nine actual little 
darlings –  her own two and 
another seven (she and her 
husband were both working 
as childminders at the time). 
“It was Monday and I was 
cooking something that 
I knew that they weren’t 
going to want to eat. And 
suddenly I got an email 
from my agent saying: ‘I 
need to ring you up.’ So 
I went upstairs and she 
phoned and said: ‘We’ve 
had this offer.’ It was pretty 
dramatic. I came down the 
stairs and the kids were all 
going: I don’t want to eat 
that. So I said I don’t care if 
you eat it or not. Someone’s 
just offered to buy my book. 
Yayyyy!”

Little Darlings concerns the plight 
of Lauren, the new mother of identical 
twin boys. Reeling from a difficult 
childbirth, her dreams of blissful 
motherhood are further shattered 
when she becomes convinced that a 
sinister woman is threatening to steal 
the babies away from her.  The book, 
which was partly inspired by a ghostly 
folk tale in which a mother believes her 
twins are not her own is being called 
“the most addictive and haunting 
debut of 2019”. I can personally 
endorse this billing. Despite the fact 
that it is almost two decades since I 
last had a new-born child, I was so 
spooked by the story that I had to stop 
reading it before bedtime. When we 
meet over a soup lunch, Melanie tells 
me that she has long been fascinated 
by folk tales. “I’ve always been 
interested in the fact that the original 
versions of stories like Cinderella and 

Sleeping Beauty are really dark and 
were never intended for children. 
The story of a cruel mother who has 
illegitimate twins and then kills them is 
also a repeated motif in folklore”.

As a horror story about a malevolent 
ghostly kidnapper Little Darlings would 
be riveting enough. But what’s special 
about this novel is the way it keeps the 
reader guessing about what is actually 
going on. As Lauren’s actions to protect 
her children become more and more 
desperate, the reader is forced to 
question whether the perceived threat 
to her twins really is a supernatural 
one, or whether Lauren’s mental health 
is crumbling. Was the setting up of 
this heart-in-mouth guessing game 
deliberate I ask? “Yes, I really wanted 
to a write a book where it was possible 
for readers to disagree about exactly 
what happened. Folk tales came out 
of human fears, and were a way of 
explaining things that we didn’t have 
an explanation for. So when mothers 
went a bit mad after they had babies 
for example, people would blame it 
on the fairies. As these things melded 
together in my mind, I realised that the 
story was also about Lauren’s maternal 
mental health”.

This realisation allowed Melanie 
to draw on her experience as both 
mother and childminder to explore 
modern motherhood in the novel, 
and specifically what she sees as 
the under-told story of how shocking 
childbirth can be. “The birth of my 
own first child was traumatic but I 
was also shocked at how many other 
people had had difficult births too. 
And nobody had told me the truth 
beforehand about how awful it can 
be having a baby sometimes – the 
physical toll, the isolation”. With these 
thoughts in her mind a parallel 
narrative about post-partum psychosis 
and post-natal depression (with a 
side order of a ghastly husband) 
emerged alongside the allegorical and 
supernatural elements.

Melanie who was born in Lancashire 
and grew up in Leicestershire, 
originally trained as a music teacher. 
She moved to Gloucestershire 12 years 
ago and now lives in Bussage. Having 
decided as a child that she would be 
a novelist when she grew up, Melanie 
has been writing for many years, but 
until her mid-twenties mostly wrote 

song lyrics with a view to being first a 
pop star, and then a singer-songwriter 
sitting “vaguely in the folk genre”. 
Melanie still sings, runs a choir, and 
writes music. Most recently she has 
written a gender-switched musical 
version of Grimm’s fairy tale, The 
Fisherman and his Wife for Playcircle, 
her local early years artist collective 
who will be performing the show at 
Nailsworth Festival on 19th May in 
three daytime shows aimed at families 
(tickets available online).

Little Darlings which is set to be 
published in the US and Canada 
as well as in six foreign language 
editions, started life as a short story 
Golding wrote during her studies for 
an MA in Creative Writing at Bath Spa 
University from which she graduated 
with distinction. Other stories of hers 
have won awards, and been featured 
at Cheltenham Literature Festival, and 
at our own prestigious Stroud Short 
Stories events. Melanie has recently 
completed a second novel with a 
similarly supernatural thread running 
through it which will be published next 
year.

The book has already garnered 
some stunning early reviews: one 
likening it to the work of Angela Carter. 
And excitingly, screen rights have been 

optioned by Free Range Films, the 
production company behind Enduring 
Love, My Cousin Rachel and The Death 
of Stalin. In the meantime, with her 
debut novel due to be published in 
hardback, e-book and audio editions 
within days, what does Melanie hope 
readers will take away from reading 
it? “I really hope they find something in 
it of themselves, of all of us and of the 
fears we all share”.

 
Little Darlings 
will be published 
on the 2nd May 
and available 
on-line and 
all good book 
stores. Visit 
melaniegolding.
com for news 
and updates. 

 
Caroline Sanderson is the Associate 
Editor of the Bookseller, the editor of the 
Authors Licensing and Collecting Society’s 
monthly magazine the ALCS News and 
the Programme Director of the Stroud 
Book Festival. She is also the author 
of five published non-fiction books. @
CaroSanderson

By Carol ine Sanderson

MELANIE 
GOLDING 



 BLACK BOOK CAFÉ 

WEDS 15TH 
Stroud Radical Reading Group: Bruno 
Latour – Down to Earth 
In May, Stroud Radical Reading 
Group will begin a new series of 
discussions based around texts 
reflecting on the environmental 
and climate crises we face. The 
first reading will be Bruno Latour's 
Down to Earth. Further details and 
excerpt for discussion available 
from stroudradicalreading.wordpress.
com 7:30pm Free 

blackbookcafe.com

 COTSWOLD PLAYHOUSE

SUN 19TH
Stroud Short Stories: Incendiary 
An evening of short stories by 
Gloucestershire authors on the theme 
of fire, heat, passion and rebellion. 
Formed in 2011, this is Stroud Short 
Stories 18th event and its first at the 
Cotswold Playhouse. Ten stories 
are chosen from the hundred or so 
usually submitted to be read by their 
authors – professional writers, skilled 
amateurs and complete beginners – 
at the event. The last event sold out 
in less than 6 hours (!) so you should 
book early to avoid disappointment. 
This time John Holland is judging with 
short fiction author and novelist Ali 
Bacon. 8pm £8

cotswoldplayhouse.co.uk

 HAWKWOOD COLLEGE

SUN 19TH 
Stephen Moss: Nature Writing
Join naturalist, author and academic 
Stephen Moss for a day inspired by 
nature, and learn how to capture your 
experiences, feelings and thoughts in 
writing. 6:30am – 5:30pm £90 

hawkwoodcollege.co.uk

 LANSDOWN HALL

SUN 5TH 
Learn About the 17 Sustainable Goals
A chance to hear about and 
deepen your understanding of the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals 
from local, world-renowned expert, 
Joe St Clair, Director of the World 
Sustainability Development Forum UK. 
45 minute talk plus 35 Q&A. 7pm £4 
(donation for the World Sustainability 
Forum) 

lansdownhall.org

 ST LAURENCE CHURCH

SAT 4TH 
Jay Ramsay: A Celebration of His Life in 
Music, Poetry and Words

Jay Ramsay, psychotherapist and 
poet, passed away earlier this 
year. The author of nearly 40 books, 
including non-fiction on alchemy 
and relationship psychology, and 
translations of classics of eastern 
philosophy, he was an influential 
presence on the alternative poetry 
scene, and an ambassador for 
transformative spiritual, political and 
psychological awareness. Arranged in 
association between Adam Horowitz, 
Jacqui Stern and Revd Simon Howell. 
7pm (vegetarian Indian food available 
from 6pm) 

stlaurencefuture.org.uk

 MUSEUM IN THE PARK

THURS 16TH 
Stroud Poets Series Two: Tim Bannon, 
Polly Howell, Adam Horovitz and Steve 
Morris with Philip Rush
The second series of Stroud Poets 
continues with a selection of poems 
from three local poets ft. Polly Howell, 
Adam Horovitz and Steve Morris. 
These three poets will be joined by 
Tim Bannon whose poems speak with 
a plain and engaging voice about love 
and travel. Introduced by Philip Rush. 
All welcome, especially those writers 
who would like to be included in the 
‘Stroud Poets’ series. 7:30pm Free

museuminthepark.org.uk

 STROUD DISTRICT

WEDS 1ST 
May Day Walk with Radical Stroud
9.08am train from Stroud to Kemble 
talk about the Chartist, Spencean, 
feminist etc. Allen Davenport in Ewen; 
then walk back to the source of the 
Thames and thence to Stroud…Visit 
website for further info. 

radicalstroud.co.uk

 THE SUB ROOMS

TUES 14TH 
Paul Mason: Clear Bright Future
An evening with Paul Mason, award-
winning author, broadcaster and film-
maker. Paul is one of Labour’s most 
articulate, innovative and thoughtful 
champions. Hosted by Stroud Labour 
Party. 7:30pm £6.50-£11.50  

thesubrooms.co.uk

 ARKELL CENTRE NAILSWORTH

WEDS 22ND 
Nailsworth Festival: Tell Tales – Tales 
of Love and Longing
Nailsworth’s exciting writing group 
Tell Tales offer an evening of stories, 
sketches and poems on the eternally 
fascinating subject of romance. Enjoy 
original work from the town’s trending 
wordsmiths and be amazed at their 
ability to generate emotion and above 
all a sense of fun. 8pm £4

nailsworthfestival.org.uk

 CHRIST CHURCH ROOMS  
 NAILSWORTH 

TUES 21ST 
Nailsworth Festival: Christina Dodwell 
– Exploring Wild Places
Author of 8 travel and adventure 
books, BAFTA TV film winner and 
Fellow of the RGS, Christina Dodwell 
will talk about the wild and unknown 

places she has enjoyed and explored 
and the people she met on her 
way. 7:30pm £6

nailsworthfestival.org.uk

 EGYPT MILL NAILSWORTH

MON 20TH 
Nailsworth Festival: Seb Choudhury 
Sabet Choudhury is a familiar face 
on the region’s television screens. 
A current affairs presenter for the 
BBC, Seb specialises in investigative 
reporting for Inside Out West and also 
appears on the West’s flagship news 
show, Points West. In conversation 
with Katie Jarvis, Seb will be revisiting 
his early life, as well as talking about 
his career in television journalism 
and exploring some of the stories he’s 
covered within the region.  7:30pm £6

nailsworthfestival.org.uk

 BIG BOOK WEEKEND

FRI 3RD – MON 6TH MAY
The early May Bank Holiday 
weekend sees Tetbury’s arts centre 
the Goods Shed giving itself over to 
the Big Book Weekend ft. a packed 
programme of workshops and 
author talks including Richard Eyre, 
Sophie Ratcliffe, Rachel Hazell, Prof 
Debby Thacker, Leah Hazard, Clare 
Mackintosh, Alex Woodcock, Natalie 
Haynes, Professor Robert Eaglestone, 
Amy Sackville, Francis Pryor, William 
Sieghart, Professor Dave Cliff, 
Mandy Robotham, Ali Smith, Melissa 
Harrison, and Melanie Golding. 

shed-arts.co.uk

FILM 
LISTINGS

 LANSDOWN HALL

FRI 17TH 
Stroud Community Seedbank and 
Transition Stroud Presents: In Our 
Hands
Black Bark Films and The 
Landworkers’ Alliance present the 
inspiring story behind the blood, 
sweat and tears of the British farmers 
seizing the Brexit moment to outgrow 
the industrial food system. Hosted by 
Stroud Community Seedbank and 
Transition Stroud. Seeds available! 
7pm £5 (suggested donation)

SUN 12TH 
Lansdown Film Club Presents: Lucky
The spiritual journey of a ninety-year-
old atheist…7:30pm £6/£5concs/£2 
annual membership

SUN 26TH 
Lansdown Film Club Presents: 
Disobedience 
A woman returns to her Orthodox 
Jewish community that shunned 
her for her attraction to a female 
childhood friend. Once back, their 
passions reignite as they explore the 
boundaries of faith and sexuality. 
7:30pm £6/£5concs/£2 annual 
membership

lansdownhall.org

 THE PRINCE ALBERT

WEDS 8TH 
Film Night: Being John Malkovich – 
introduced by Simon Hinkly 
The Albert’s now regular film night 
is proving hugely popular with a 
nominal five pound charge for 
headphones while you immerse 
yourself in a film with introduction 
by Simon Hinkly who worked in the 
film industry from the 80s onwards. 
Tonight’s offering is the 1999 American 
fantasy comedy-drama classic Being 
John Malkovich directed by Spike 
Jonze and written by Charlie Kaufman. 
8pm £5

SAT 11TH 
Good On Paper Presents: Colour and 
Sound
As part of Mesadorm’s acoustic gig 
at Rodborough Church Good On 
Paper presents Colour and Sound 
- a Mesadorm Tour Documentary 
directed by Stroud based film maker 
Tom Jacob... Tom was embedded as 
both documentarian and support 
act on the bands May 2018 tour of 
debut album ‘Heterogaster’. Colour 
and Sound weaves together surreal 
interviews, candid footage and live 
performances in a weird, hilarious 
and ultimately touching story of five 
great friends playing a few gigs to a 
few people. 12pm Free

theprincealbertstroud.co.uk

 SVA

WEDS 8TH 
SITE Festival: Skin In The Game
Skin in the Game is a programme of 
short films that examine what it’s like 
to exist as a person of colour in the 
UK today. The majority of the films 
were made by artists aged 16-24 as 
part of the Channel 4 and Arts Council 
England Random Acts partnership, 
and explore themes of heritage, 
family, identity and community that 
are central to the black experience. 
Followed by a discussion with 
programme curator Dan Guthrie and 
some of the featured filmmakers. 
7.30pm/Q&A from 9pm. £3 -£6 (John 
Street)

sva.org.uk

 UNDER THE EDGE ARTS WOTTON  
 UNDER EDGE 

WEDS 15TH 
Cornwall’s Native Poet: Charles 
Causley
The first in a series of documentary 
films by Jane Darke, an extended 90 
minute version of the shorter TV film 
shown to acclaim at UTEA in 2018. 
7:45pm £6

WEDS 29TH 
The Wrecking Season
The second in a series of documentary 
films by Jane Darke. In winter Jane 
scours the beaches for natural and 
man-made wreckage that washes 
ashore from the Atlantic Ocean, the 
shores of America, fishing vessels and 
Cornish communities nearby. This 
was the subject of the documentary 
film she made with Nick Darke, the 
Wrecking Season. 7:45pm £6

utea.org.uk

LITERATURE/
SPOKEN  
WORD 
LISTINGS
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It is well documented that jazz is having a ‘moment’. 
Only last month Kamasi Washington sold out the 
5000 capacity Brixton Academy, a venue more 
commonly associated with hosting the latest 
breaking guitar bands. Sons of Kemet, Nubya 
Garcia and The Comet Is Coming (two of which have 
previously played the SVA Goods Shed) are among 
a long list of British acts, often with interchangeable 
members, who have picked up extensive press and 
radio airplay and are themselves selling out venues 
up and down the country.

By Tom Berry

It seems then that Jazz Stroud, is an 
idea that came along at the right time. 
Having built its audience incrementally 
over the past four years, the festival is 
now breaking through as a key event in 
the calendar and increasingly drawing 
visitors from further afield. 

There really is something for 
everyone, from the mellow ‘model’ 
jazz sound, to improvisation and 
crazy strung out free jazz. Particular 
highlights this year include the Gilles 
Peterson endorsed, Emma Jane 
Thackray, Bristol based and electronica 
tinged, Ishmael Collective and, perhaps 
most exciting of all, legendary South 
London based jam session Steam 
Down Orchestra. Co-festival curator 
and SVA Director Neil Walker and I sat 
down to discuss the story so far… 

The starting point for Jazz Stroud 
was some fourteen year ago, SVA 
started to host a weekly event called 
the Jazz Stroud Sessions started by 
Pete Ross. This enabled local musicians 
to come together and jam. The 
audiences started small but over time 
musicians from Cheltenham and Bristol 
were coming along to lend an ear and 
get involved. The network grew until a 
number of the musicians involved were 
convinced that a mini festival of jazz 
could work. Neil and co-curator Rob 
Pemberton took on the mantle and 
created a full weekend programme.

At the same time, the SVA club 
programme was pulling in a number 
of DJs who embraced jazz textures 
as part of their sound. Stroud based 
Situation Sounds and Disco Sucks were 
just two collectives who had an ear 
to the jazz-house scene and bringing 
these sounds together with the live 

element into one event was a natural 
progression.

In the first year the festival was 
given a kick start with the booking 
of headlining saxophonists Andy 
Sheppard and the Pushy Doctors. Year 
two saw a step change with Get the 
Blessing and then 2018 saw another big 
step forward with the booking of Nubya 
Garcia (first spotted by Neil’s daughter 
Moina). By the time she played, Garcia 
had won best breakthrough artist at 
the Jazz FM awards and was being 
feted as the darling of the new jazz 
scene.

This year is undoubtedly the most 
exciting bill yet. Alabaster dePlume, an 
artist who has already locked himself 
into the Goods Shed for a week in 
order to find musical inspiration, will 
be performing a special show on the 
Thursday evening in the round; Ishmael 
Collective meanwhile are playing 
a gig with a new d&b audiotechnik 
soundscape system and tailoring their 
set to maximise the audio impact of this 
new technology. Most unpredictably, 
the Steam Down Orchestra will lead 
a collective improvisation of their 
afrobeat infused sound which has 
proved so popular in their Deptford 
home.

It would be wrong however, to say 
that the festival is all about the SVA 
Goods Shed. In total there are five 
venues involved, each hosting their 
own acts. The Ale House host prog-jazz 
act Jouis while local electronica night 
Sounds for a Small Space decamp to 
St Laurence Church. SVA John Street 
and the Imperial Hotel will also host 
events, the former offering a DJ-led 
bill including Maxwell Owin and 
Footshooter as well as local but now 

Glasgow-based DJ Jasper Kirton.
The next generation are well 

represented. A group of local 16-18 
year olds called Burda Legree will be 
playing as well as the slightly older 
JSSO project who recently supported 
the Orb Sound System at the Sound 
Records first anniversary party. Sound 
Records will have a stall at the festival 
given that Neil recognises vinyl as an 
important part of the jazz scene.

Already Neil and his team are 
looking forward to 2020. Amongst 
acts he mentions wanting to book 
are Kokoroko, Yelfris Valdes and Seed 
Ensemble. While not necessarily looking 
to increase capacity of the event he 
is ambitious to change hearts and 
minds. “So many people say they don’t 
like jazz”, he says, “yet play them an 
individual track and they say 'but I like 
this'”. Jazz can have a staid image but 
jazz today is infused with everything 
whether traditional or smooth jazz 
at one end to jazz influenced by 
electronica or hip hop at the other 
extreme – there really is so much 
to enjoy. Jazz Stroud will be a great 
opportunity to put that hypothesis 
to the test and, if previous years are 
anything to go by, we can be sure there 
will be more converts again in 2019…

 
Jazz Stroud runs from May 23rd-26th 
and tickets are available now from 
jazzstroud.org. The event is sponsored 
by leading local tech companies d&b 
audiotechnik and Pinknoise Systems.

Tom Berry is a local DJ, record store 
proprietor and Minnie Riperton obsessive. 
He can be found propping up the counter at 
Sound Records, 31 High St.
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The pair met in Stroud, at a writing 
retreat run by Waterson’s One Little 
Indian label mate (along with Bjork) 
Kathryn Williams. “We were paired up, 
and I’d been a Waterson fan for a long 
time,” Emily explains over a drink near 
her home at the Golden Fleece.

The Waterson family – known for 
their namesake celebrated folk group – 
included (among others) Norma, Mike 
and Lal Waterson, Marry’s mother. “I 
had listened to Marry’s work before 
and she really has her own voice, but 
she has also adopted her mum’s poetic 
style, and similar voice. When we first 
started writing together and hearing 
her voice I was like, ‘wow, I am singing 
with folk royalty here this is amazing,’” 
Emily enthuses.

Marry doesn’t play any instruments, 
while Emily plays many, so the pair 
found a natural rhythm. “We kept in 
touch and I went up to Robin Hood’s 
Bay, where she lives in North Yorkshire, 
and we had a weekend there and 
wrote about five songs in a weekend. 
We just worked so quickly because she 
has all these poems and lyrics floating 
around, and I have all these music 
ideas and we just found ourselves 
being very open minded towards each 
other’s work. Marry came to Stroud a 
few months after that and we wrote 
the rest of the album and recorded it 
here, at mine and Lukas’s studio [Lukas 
Drinkwater – Emily’s partner and 
collaborator], which is on Lower Street.”

Marry’s mature tones are a 
euphonious match with Emily’s 
Australian soul. “It’s quite funny with 
some words, because she has got such 
a thick accent, then if I am harmonizing 
to her I found myself singing these 
Yorkshire sounds.” Emily laughs.

She’s been touring with Marry, as 
well as long-time collaborators Lukas 
Drinkwater and Rob Pemberton. I ask if 
she prefers solo touring or having some 

company? “I like all the combinations. 
It is quite nice having the variety. I 
have done quite a lot this year of solo 
house concerts while Lukas was touring 
with his duo, Jacob and Drinkwater. I 
tried out loads of new songs in really 
intimate settings, which was great. In 
the past couple of years I have done a 
lot of solo touring in the USA as well.”

Emily joined Mary Chapin Carpenter 
and travelled across the USA, from 
Colorado to North Dakota. She has 
always had a strong connection to 
the US, often drawing on Americana 
themes in her work, and recording 
albums in Memphis and Nashville. 
“Yeah I did an album there with 
Applewood Road. Nashville is fantastic, 
really cool. Such a buzzing city, but 
with a laidback feel.”

Emily’s first album was with Low 
Country in 2003, and she’s since made 
many others including four with Red 
Clay Halo, Applewood Road in 2016 – 
an album of original songs recorded 
live around a single microphone, which 
was dubbed “flawless” by The Sunday 
Times – and Sweet Kind of Blue in 
2017. It’s quite a back catalogue for the 
young singer. “When I lay it all out on 
the merch table I do sometimes think, 
‘wow, that’s quite a lot!’”

Her sound has developed and 
changed along the way, how would 
she describe it now? “With Marry, the 
album we have just done I would say 
is an alternative indie folk pop record, 
something like that! My last album I 
did, Sweet Kind of Blue, was definitively 
more country soul. But it’s always 
roots-music based, and people tend to 
call it Americana.”

Originally from Australia, Emily 
had an idyllic-sounding childhood “I 
grew up in a farm in the south west of 
Australia with no television and it was 
all very old school. It was great, I had 
a horse and used to go off riding in the 

bush for hours with a friend who lived 
up the road. My parents were a huge 
influence on my music taste. The record 
collection was lots of blues, seventies 
folk revival, rock, jazz, Neil Young, 
Carole King, Aretha Franklin, Miles 
Davis, The Band, Joni Mitchell, people 
like that,” Emily remembers. 

Emily lived in London for eight 
years before making two equally large 
decisions – to move to Stroud and to 
go full time with her music. “The Prince 
Albert was one of the reasons I moved 
here. I got a gig there and was like, ‘this 
pub is amazing!’” she explains. 

Emily will be back at the Albert 
on 19th May to play her most recent 
material – with her band Rob 
Pemberton, Pete Roe, Lukas Drinkwater 
featuring support from duo Mandel 
(Misha Law and Emily Hall) and Adam 
Horovitz. The gig is a fundraiser for 
Stroud Valleys Project to plant trees 
around our community “It is a way for 
us to air new stuff because when you 
perform new songs, there is so much 
you learn about them that you can’t 
foresee when you’re just rehearsing 
and arranging,’” says Emily “I always 
love playing there if we’re doing a 
new project. It makes me feel very 
grounded, and I just love Miles and 
Lottie.”

Outside of Stroud and folk circles, 
Emily is perhaps best known as the 
writer and performer of the award-
winning theme to BBC crime drama 
Wallander starring Kenneth Branagh 
“Having the Wallander sync was 
amazing. I had booked a tour around 
the UK and suddenly there were all 
these people there, these gigs were 
packed and I was like, ‘what is going 
on?’ and I hadn’t clocked that the 
television series had come out yet. I 
didn’t have a label or a manager or 
anything and I was selling all these CDs 
from my Bandcamp page and I didn’t 
have enough copies, it all happened 
very quickly. From that it has created 
some lifelong fans,” she says.

The soundtrack led to another sync 
with the Shadow Line and eventually a 
full feature film – Jake Gavin’s lauded 
debut feature Hector starring Peter 
Mullan and Keith Allen “That was an 

amazing experience, I learnt a lot from 
it. I am keen to do more television and 
film work, definitely.”

Her work often touches on topical 
or political themes: “Often it’s that 
you’re really moved by stuff you read 
about that’s in the news or something 
topical, and it’s trying to find a way of 
interpreting that into something on an 
emotional level that you can hopefully 
move people into an action of some 
sort. One song that I wrote called Over 
My Shoulder on my last album, about 
the refugee crisis, that one seems to 
have a really big impact on people 
when they hear it, and hopefully that 
makes them share that with someone 
or make a donation. I think that is 
where art is really important – it has 
a really strong role in emoting the 
big issues of the day. It’s something I 
always strive to do well.” 

A Window to Other Ways by Emily 
Barker and Marry Waterson is out 
now via One Little Indian Records 
(indian.co.uk). Emily’s next Stroud gig 
takes place at the Prince Albert on 
Sunday 19th May with support from 
Mandel (Emily Hall and Misha Law) 
and local poet Adam Horovitz,  tickets 
cost £12 in advance with proceeds 
going to the Stroud Valleys Project 
(stroudvalleysproject.org). 

 
For further info, news and updates visit 
emilybarker.com

 
Lorna Jenkins is an editor and freelance 
journalist from Stroud. She also paints and 
sells her work during Stroud Open Studios 
and in Made in Stroud. Instragram: @
lornapaintsandwrites

Emily Barker’s latest album is a collaboration 
with British Folk dynasty member Marry 
Waterson. A Window to Other Ways combines 
Barker’s soulful musicality with Waterson’s 
poetic lyrics, as well as their beautifully 
contrasting voices.

EMILY 
BARKER
By Lorna Jenkins Im
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A band born from diverse 
cultural tastes and the 
strong bonds of friendship, 
Mesadorm’s music blends the 
piercing domestic observations 
of Suzanne Vega and the 
elemental other-worldliness 
of Bjork whilst drawing on 
contemporary influences of 
Caribou, Grizzly Bear and 
Sylvan Esso with a sprinkle of 
female luminaries like Carole 
King, Joni Mitchell and Kate 
Bush. 

I caught up with singer Blythe 
Pepino and drummer Daisy 
Palmer – on the journey since 
their debut album came out last 
year…

Last time you graced these pages was 
back in Sept 2017 prior to the debut 
release of your album Heterogaster- 
how was the feedback to the record? 
Was it received as you expected?

Blythe: I often feel like we’re not 
in the best position to judge that 
question! We love the album and it got 
a lot of attention on our favourite radio 
station BBC 6 Music (Namely 'Easy' was 
Lauren Laverne's Headphones Moment 
the week of the album release) so we 
were pretty chuffed! BBC Introducing 
named it the best album of 2018 and 
the Guardian mentioned it on their best 
contemporary albums of the year list - 
can’t be bad really!

Daisy: In addition to that, we self-
released the album on our own label 
(Babylegs Records) and so we were 
super pleased that people were 
responsive to it.

How was the recording process on 
that debut album, what do each band 
member bring to the process?

Blythe: I tend to write the bare bones 
of the tunes on 'the old Joana' and then 
start to record bits myself, developing 
a very basic demo or play it to Aaron 
then he and I work on the seedlings 
of the ideas together. Some songs 
on Heterogaster were developed 
live as the acoustic trio (piano, cello 
and drums), whereas others were 
developed entirely in the studio. We 
had no budget, so we recorded, wrote 
and produced wherever we managed 
to share studios with other musicians. 
Aaron is a master of production and 
adds a lot to the song writing and 
shape of the songs during the honing 
process. It took five years, but it really 
was fun!

Daisy: Aside from writing the album 

with no budget, we also recorded 
the album ourselves in Aaron's family 
house in Herefordshire. Just managing 
to afford to hire in the  
gear that we needed, we used the 
natural acoustic of the oak panelled 
living room and things we found lying 
around the house to create the vibe 
of Heterogaster. Aaron and I love 
experimenting with microphones so 
this was a brilliant excuse!

You now have another album which 
came out last month based on that 
debut - can you tell me about that 
release?

Blythe: Yes of course! Heterogaster  
and Epicadus are related - in 
fact they share some songs - but 
while Heterogaster has the fully 
electronic versions, Epicadus is a 
love letter to the more piano focused 
‘acoustic’ versions that were the 
prequel to Heterogaster. We have 
fans who have followed us right from 
the early days who had asked for 
the ‘2am by the fire’ versions - so 
we set about recording the songs 
as live takes with Dave switching to 
double bass and Aaron going about 
replacing the electronic elements with 
glockenspiel, dulcimer and ethereal 
guitars enhancing the bedrock of 
piano, cello and drums. We didn't 
realise we were doing it, but we 
have actually developed another 
sound on Epicadus which we feel is 
the underbelly of Heterogaster but 
still very much a complete piece in 
and of itself. While we were in situ, 
we recorded a couple of the other 
piano focused songs I’d written 
between Heterogaster and the next 
album (which we are writing now!) 
for Epicadus as we knew they wouldn’t 
fit with the specific electronic vibe we 
have planned for the next album.

Where did the idea of Epicadus come 
from?

Daisy: As Blythe mentioned Epicadus  
features the acoustic versions that  
came to fruition before Heterogaster  
was conceived. So we decided to 
use the genus term Epicadus for 
the 'prequel' and Heterogaster for 
the 'main event'. The actual word 
'Epicadus-Heterogaster' refers to 
a spider that disguises itself as an 
orchid flower to attract its prey. We 
also found out that there are orchids 
that disguise themselves as bees to 
attract other bees for pollination! 
Amazing! The themes concerning 
mimicry within nature run throughout 
the themes of truth and honesty 
in Heterogaster and Epicadus. 

The album was recorded in Eype 
Church in Bridport, is environment 
important to you as a group to get the 

right feel and ethos?

Blythe: Yes very much so. We are 
done with paying loads of money to 
sit in sterile environments with all that 
pressure to ‘make the most of this 
expensive equipment’. If you don’t have 
a nice space or have good people 
around you, your music will reflect 
that. It’s quite simple. We look for more 
natural spaces that help us become 
inspired or feel comfortable enough to 
get really subversive. Eype Church is 
especially awesome as you are rather 
isolated, on top of an epic cliff which 
over-looks the sea. This was pretty 
much the perfect setting to record a set 
of songs heavily influenced by oceans, 
coastlines and nature. Also it’s probably 
relevant to mention that I used to live 
locally to the area during early 2017, 
so the Church and surrounding vibe is 
very dear to me. In fact the song 'When 
She's In That Mood' was written there.

Daisy: The acoustics in Eype Church 
are totally magic for the sound we 
were aiming to capture. Usually 
churches can be too reverberant but 
Eype has an extremely delicate reverb, 
which is delightfully prevalent on the 
record, engineered and produced by 
the extremely talented Tim Allen.

We have a chance to witness 
a performance of Epicadus in 
Rodborough Church in May - what 
can we expect from this acoustic 
performance?

Blythe: You can expect some fabulous 
outfits, lots of laughter AND crying 
but mostly the audience can focus 
on a connection between us and 
them to offer a real experience of 
the songs and the message within 
them. Rodborough Church is another 
beautiful venue so we hope you will 
be transported into the universe of 
Mesadorm for a while - a little trip 
without the psychedelics, or with?

Daisy: Yes. With!

What are your further plans for the 
band, you are all living in different 
locations, how does that effect the 
creative process?

Blythe: Three of us are in London, one 
in Bristol and I’m now in Calais. We do 
a lot of writing separately, then plan 
periods of writing, rehearsals gigs and 
recording where we are together for 
longer periods. We actually enjoy this 
as it give us time to breathe so that we 
can be creative in different ways. 

Daisy: Like with anything, I think little 
and often is key. We also have an 
agreement that we shouldn't take 
things too seriously which reminds us 
that making music with your mates is 
above all, really fun!

Presented by Good On Paper 
Mesadorm with support from Mandel 
(ft. Emily Hall and Misha Law) takes 
place at Rodborough Church on 
Saturday 11th May, tickets cost just £6 
in advance (or £7 on the door if any 
left!) and are available now from the 
Prince Albert. As part of the concert 
Colour and Sound - a Mesadorm tour 
documentary directed by Stroud based 
film maker Tom Jacob will be screened 
at the Prince Albert at 12pm. 

For further information visit 
babylegsrecords.com/mesadorm and 
follow Mesadorm on facebook, twitter 
and Instagram @mesadorm for news 
and updates

 
Christopher Taylor is a creative producer 
in the advertising and marketing 
industry, also specialising in film and 
music presenting for TV and Radio. - 
weareaudiophiles.com

MESA- 
DORM

By Chr is topher  Tay lor
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Yes, it most certainly is. Outlandish 
dress is hardly an unusual sight in town 
on a Saturday. We’ve already got Bill 
Jones growing Victorians in his garden. 
We’ve got vintage clothing shops and 
a gin bar, and retro-politics around our 
historical Suffragette movement and 
local Chartism. You’ve all been coping 
very well with Hopeless Maine for some 
years, as well.

The event is being organised by 
John Bassett, of Stroud Theatre Festival 
and Spaniel in the Works (Stroud has 
a number of historical John Bassett’s 
so it seemed worth specifying!).  I 
asked John why he’d decided to run a 
Steampunk Festival, and he said, "I like 
the style and concept of Steampunk 
although I'm not an aficionado myself. I 
also love the humour of the performers 
like Professor Elemental and Lady Violet 
Hugh."

Steampunk is primarily a social 
movement for people who want 
to be creative and have some fun. 
Outlandish attire is not only a delightful 
form of self expression, but a great 
social icebreaker. You can saunter up to 
anyone in a steampunk environment, 
compliment them on their kit and 
start a conversation. Steampunk is 

friendly. It’s accessible. If you’ve not 
been involved before but enjoy the 
opportunity to get your eccentricity out 
in public, a few minutes with a search 
engine will give you a lot of ideas. 
Further, this is social scene in which 
upcycling and making from scratch 
are deeply respected. Stroud, you are 
going to have fun with this.

The inherent creativity in 
steampunk breaks out into all kinds 
of forms. There’s a lot of steampunk 
literature and comics out there. This 
weekend you’ll have a chance to 
meet steampunk writers. This is not 
like a literary festival with panels 
and readings. This is about being 
entertained. Come and learn about 
smuggling traditions, hear a story, find 
out about how life on Mars has been 
imagined, and more.

Tom Brown (of Hopeless Maine 
infamy) has been organising much of 
the day programme “At this time, what 
people desperately need is fun. I know 
I do. We need to feel better about each 
other and more hopeful about what 
we can do together. That’s what we’re 
aiming to provide. We’re also keying 
in not just on the steampunk scene as 
a whole but what Stroud in particular 

can bring to a steampunk festival in 
this setting.” 

Steampunk has a massive and 
diverse musical scene associated with 
it. Sometimes collectively referred 
to as sepia chord, it can include 
punk and historic influences, and 
draw on all other popular genres. 
Coming to Stroud in May, we have... 
Alice’s Night Circus - steampop with 
circus elements. Victor Sierra are a 
three piece band and the crew of 
an imagined airship making musical 
soundscapes. Captain of the Waves 
has been described as Monty Python 
meets Queen, with a bit of Lewis Caroll 
thrown in. Lady Violet Hugh combines a 
light opera style with genre-unsuitable 
song titles like ‘The Cucumber Song’ 
and ‘Lovely Baps’ (picking two of the 
least suspect ones). As for Way out 
West’s Infernal Machine – this is a 
band that covers ‘You Sexy Thing’ in a 
musical hall style, with accordions. 

At the top of the musical bill is 
Professor Elemental. He’s a chap-hop 
artist – heavily influenced by hip hop, 
but in a white, middle aged, wearing 
a European flag jacket kind of way. 
Mixing comedy and warmth, he’s a 
performer who will get you dancing 
and also help you feel better about 
pretty much everything.

This weekend will also see the long 
awaited showing of the Stroud Chartist 
film – something John Bassett has been 
working on for a while. He said: “The 
Chartist film Days of Hope is a new 
community film about the Chartists in 
Stroud, how and why they fought for 
the vote and their different ways of 

campaigning to finally succeed. The 
film is part drama, part comedy, part 
surreal journey through the Stroud 
political landscape."

I think it’s worth taking a moment 
to say what steampunk isn’t, as well. 
It isn’t Victorian re-enactment. It isn’t 
pro-colonialism. It is about trying to 
salvage some of the good ideas from 
the Victorian era (interesting clothes, 
excitement about science, a sense of 
adventure and possibility) while finding 
ways to take on and subvert the many 
things our Victorian ancestors got 
wrong, where the influence is still with 
us. This is a social movement in which 
older women aren’t invisible, and in 
which anyone can feel safe wearing a 
dress. It’s a movement where anyone 
can give themselves a preposterous 
title, thus undermining the power of 
those titles. Your class does not dictate 
how you get to dress. And so on and 
so forth. It’s a playful, subversive, 
imaginative community very much 
about the present.  
 
The Stroud Steampunk Weekend takes 
place from Sat 25th to Sun 26th May, 
visit stroudsteampunk.weebly.com for 
the full programme and further info. 

Nimue Brown is the co-creator of 
steampunk graphic novel series Hopeless 
Maine, has a deep fondness for hats 
and takes gleeful delight in historical 
anachronism. She's been in Stroud for 
some time now, having escaped from the 
Midlands, and before that, having escaped 
from Dursley.

At the end of May, Steampunk will happen 
to Stroud in earnest. There have been small 
patches and outbreaks locally for some years, 
but the weekend will bring hats, waistcoats 
and strange devices onto the streets in a much 
more dramatic way.

Is Stroud ready for Steampunk?

STROUD  
STEAMPUNK 
WEEKEND
By Nimue Brown
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 ALE HOUSE

FRI 3RD 
Hotwire
Led by seasoned blues harp player, 
vocalist and guitarist Dave Purple, Hot 
Wires deliver a bluesy and rocky mix 
of originals and covers played with a 
gritty passion. Blues, funk and rock and 
content can be unashamedly political or 
personal. 8:30pm Free

SAT 11TH 
Hipkiss
Hipkiss features Muddy Manninen (ex 
Wishbone Ash) on guitar and acclaimed 
British saxophonist and vocalist Patsy 
Gamble. The band play a mixture of 
their own original material and covers in 
a blues, rock, soulful style. 8:30pm Free

FRI 17TH 
Slimline Shufflers
New Orleans style of rhythm 'n' blues 
pioneered by such luminaries as 
Professor Longhair, James Booker and 
Dr. John. Eric Arthur, Bristol's finest 
exponent of this piano style, provides 
a virtuosic base and is joined by Henry 
Slim bringing horn-like amplified 
harmonica and baritone vocals to the 
mix. 8:30pm Free

FRI 24TH 
Los Gusanos
An eclectic mix of blues, jazz, latin 
and afro-colombian music. Viva Los 
Gusanos! 8:30pm Free

SAT 25TH 
Jazz Stroud: Jouis 
Jouis [jhew-eee] : derived from 
Jouissance (French noun) - high 
enjoyment, pleasure, orgasm, super-
metric groove,  melody, harmony.  
“A multi-dimensional foray through an 
exponential wave”. 8pm Free

SUN 26TH 
Jazz Stroud: Albino Tarantino 
Stroud based Latin Blues band. Imagine 
a night out with Tom Waits and Ry  
Cooder to see Santana playing at The 
Buena Vista Social Club…8:30pm Free

 BEAUDESERT PARK SCHOOL  
 PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 

FRI 10TH 
The Art of Transcription: Patrick 
Johnson and Louis Mander 
London-based cellist Patrick Johnson 
and pianist-composer Louis Mander 
will together perform a broad range 
of music from baroque times through 
to the 21st century in their exploration 
of ‘The Art of Transcription’ in the 
impressive and acoustically pleasing 
surroundings of the Performing Arts 
Centre at Beaudesert Park School in 
Minchinhampton.7:30pm £8.45adv 

from eventbrite.co.uk/free for children 
under 16 

beaudesert.gloucs.sch.uk

 THE CROWN AND SCEPTRE

FRI 3RD 
Mustard Allegro
Finally, after ten years playing the 
sleaziest bars in Las Vegas, New York 
and Intercourse (no really, look it up) 
Bristol’s 11th best surf band are back 
in the dis-United Kingdom. With fond 
memories of cockroach infested motels 
and the Amish surf scene they have 
discarded their pants and proudly 
donned their trousers in order to chase 
the dream of becoming Bristol’s 10th 
best surf band. Supported by Mireille 
Mathlener – “early years PJ Harvey 
songs that demand to be sung while 
hitching up skirts to run in crazed 
romantic fervour and abandon across 
wild moors”. 8:30pm Free

FRI 10TH 
The Forgetting Curve: Album Launch 
Launch night for the Forgetting Curve’s 
debut album, Sounding Off the Edges 
which they will perform in its entirety. 
Expect...Surf Stoner Post-Rock! Think 
Shellac playing The Shadows with a 
sprinkling of Kyuss for good measure! 
Angrily Angular tunes with surreal 
lyrics mixed up with quirkily timed 
instrumentals. 8:30pm Free

SAT 11TH 
Crooked Stylus: Care in the Community
A joyful noise coming in your ears, 
it's Crooked Stylus time again! DJs for 
the affair are Darius Akashic and Earl 
Uptonminster…8:30pm Free

THURS 16TH 
Open Mic Night
Hosted by Stroud’s own Americana 
troubadour the Rev. Stretch. All 
welcome! 8pm Free

FRI 17TH 
Rag Time Jug Orchestra 
A good time mix of music from the 
steamboat levees of St Louis, the bars of 
Beale Street Memphis, the Appalachian 
hills of Tennesse, the cotton fields of 
the Mississippi Delta and the famed 
sporting houses of New Orleans…
8:30pm Free

FRI 24TH
Texas Tick Fever 
Foot stompin', barn raisin', moonshine 
swillin' sounds from two good ole 
Cotswold boys. 8:30pm Free

SAT 25TH 
Popgang 
Stroud’s Britpop twins celebrate their 
50th birthdays! 8:30pm Free

THURS 30TH 
Rodda’s Hairy Craic
Irish Acoustic Session with Tim Potts. 
8pm Free

FRI 31ST 
Big Joe Bone 
A mix of Delta Blues, Bluegrass, Oldtime, 
Gospel and Hillbilly music utilizing his 
raspy vocals, hard driving harmonica 
rhythms, sublime bottleneck slide guitar 
playing (on steel bodied resonator 

guitars) and lightning finger-picking 
skills on 5 string banjos.....all held 
together by a very heavy stomping 
boot!! 8:30pm Free

crownandsceptrestroud.com

 HAWKWOOD MAY DAY FESTIVAL

MON 6TH MAY
A fabulous day out for all the family and 
a place to meet old and new friends. 
The welcoming atmosphere includes 
live music, bbq, bar, ice-cream and 
children’s activities, including storytelling 
and maypole dancing, as well as free 
taster workshops and stalls selling local 
craft items and more. The headline act 
is Hawkwood’s beautiful landscape!

hawkwoodcollege.co.uk

 HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

WEDS 29TH 
Stroud Festival Presents: 2 Pianos, 4 
Hands and 3 Revolutionary Composers
As part of Stroud Festival’s ‘Revolution 
in the Arts’ season. Pianists Ashok Gupta 
and Jams Coleman with music which 
was considered revolutionary when first 
performed. Debussy, Stravinsky and 
Wagner, all arranged for 2 pianos…
7:30pm £19adv/£10under 18’s 

stroudfestival.org

 LANSDOWN HALL

SAT 27TH 
Songs of Grace and Grit with Liz Terry 
An immersive, nourishing and 
energising evening of song, live music 

and dance for Earth Protection. Liz will 
be sharing her songs with the support 
of a group of wonderful musicians and 
a movement artist. 7pm £15adv from 
Star Anise. 

lansdownhall.org

 LITTLE VIC

SUN 12TH 
Barney’s Live Music: John Howarth and 
Mike Green
This month’s guests are accomplished 
singer/songwriter and masterful guitar 
player John Howarth. John currently 
fronts the African world music band 
Safari Boots, and was a key member of 
Manchester-based Stoneground Band 
in the eighties, where he experimented 
with African influences. For this 
evening he will be re-united for the 
first time since then with Stoneground’s 
flute-player Mike Green. 7:30pm Free 
(suggested donation £4) 

SUN 26TH 
Barney’s Live Music: Concert Night
Artist tba soon! 7:30pm Free (suggested 
donation £4)

facebook.com/BarnysLiveMusic

 THE PRINCE ALBERT

THURS 2ND 
The Prince Albert Beer and Music 
Festival: The Schmoozenbergs
Gypsy Jazz and Swing band conjuring 
up the mood of 1930s Paris, fused with 
the energy of a campfire jam session, 
Their uplifting gypsy swing music will 
put a smile on your face and a bounce 

Tickets available now:
www.bellowpresents.com

Wednesday 15 May • St Laurence Church • 7:30pm



in your step….9pm Free

FRI 3RD 
The Prince Albert Beer and Music 
Festival: Razzomo, The Dry Seamen
Razzomo: A full power Balkan House/
Gypsy Folk duo! They mix sizzling 
Gypsy+Irish fiddle lines with booming 
guitar beats and you'll be amazed 
at the sound and energy they can 
make from just the two of them…The 
Dry Seamen: Their first album will 
undoubtedly be a timeless masterpiece. 
Nobody knows whether it will ever be 
recorded, but its legend precedes it. 
Hailing from landlocked Chalford these 
salty dogs make their much welcomed 
return to the pub least likely to flood in 
the valleys.

SAT 4TH 
The Prince Albert Beer and Music 
Festival: Jasper and the Company 
of Others, Faith I Branko, Memphis, 
Bayou Seco
Jasper and the Company of Others: 
Super human musicians with major 
ambition; an eclectic force with high 
energy, euphoric pop/folk tendencies. 
Wielding uncompromising amount of 
emotion both thought provoking and 
powerful. Faith I Branko: A duo which 
combines the accordion, violin, effects 
pedal and tabor pipe with double 
bass and guitar to take the audience 
on a journey from melancholy Roma 
violin laments to storming ‘kolos’ 
and explorations into improvisation, 
Turkish, Indian and Jazz influenced 
compositions. Memphis: Five piece 
Stroud based funky beats collective who 
has garnered a great local reputation 
and its sound – akin to the Fun Lovin’ 
Criminals – is silky smooth and well 
worth checking out…Bayou Seco: Duo 
who have learned from traditional 
musicians during most of their lives 
and continue to learn and to promote 
traditional music from North America, 
especially the SW USA. Memphis Soulful, 
Bluesy, country rock mixed up with some 
country, funk and ska. Catchy tunes to 
get you up and dancing. 2:30pm 

SUN 5TH 
The Prince Albert Beer and Music 
Festival: The Strays, the Bad Losers, 
the Lost Submarines, Cantaloop
The Strays: Pushing rock ‘n’ roll to its 
limit, fusing a multitude of genres to 
create a unique modern sound with a 
gritty, vintage edge. The Bad Losers: 
Their sound is vaguely redolent of ’60s 
Brit bruisers like The Animals and The 
Pretty Things, with a touch of the wired, 
Bacchanalian swagger of early Stones 
thrown in. The Lost Submarines: Tight 
alternative drum beats, huge walking 
bass lines, angular guitar riffs and hooks 
and experiments with synths to produce 
melody driven tunes with something to 
say! Cantaloop: Not your regular retro 
funksters! Blending their brand of Funk 
and Soul and captivating audiences 
from Aberdeen to Zurich. A unique style 
of raw throwback funk, these guys ride 
on no one's shirt tails.

MON 6TH 
The Prince Albert Beer and Music 
Festival: UkeCan and Sarah Kelly, 
Dave Ayres Jazzgasm, Ben Riley
Bank Holiday Monday fun with UkeCan 
and Sarah Kelly who will be bringing 
their ukeleles and teaching you a tune 
or two. Jazz from Dave Ayre's Jazzgasm 
and in the evening a busking stage with 

an appearance from San Francisco 
musician Ben Riley.

TUES 7TH 
Grace Petrie, Elvis McGonagall
Grace Petrie’s unique takes on life, love 
and politics, and the warmth and wit 
with which they are delivered, have won 
over an army of loyal fans across the 
alternative, folk, political and comedy 
scenes.  Support comes from Stroud 
favourite Scottish ranter - the hugely 
entertaining and thought provoking 
Elvis McGonagall. 7:30pm £12adv from 
the Alber/£13.38 from eventbrite

SAT 11TH 
Good On Paper Presents: The LBJB’s 
Following a live acoustic performance 
in Rodborough Church by Mesadorm 
Good On Paper’s Rodborough take 
over moves over to the Prince Albert 
with Bristol based heavy funk/soul 
supergroup the LBJB’s ft. Kieron Bon 
Suis Dunne, Marcel Osborne, Billy Weir, 
Rafaelle Dornelles (Rafa Dornelles 
Trio) and Andrew Neil Hayes (Tezeta/
Run Logan Run). The group formed in 
late 2014 and through playing every 
week started the house band at Bristol's 
renowned live music venue the Leftbank 
where they now host the hugely popular 
Thursday night jam. Their high energy 
performances have secured them 
shows with heavyweights on the funk 
scene including the Craig Charles Funk 
and Soul Club…8:30pm Free 

SUN 12TH 
Sam Brooks Duo, Maja Lena
Sam Brookes is reminiscent of Tim 
Buckley as he glides between the lower 
and upper registers of his four-octave 
range.  His pure voice, evocative lyrics 
and soaring melodies have made him a 
rising figure in the alt-folk scene. Maja 
Lena is Marianne Parrish, formerly 
of Low Chimes she now embarks on 
a solo project. With her distinct vocal 
style and mellow picking patterns, she 
invites the audience on a metaphorical 
journey through nature to explore the 
dark themes of loss, loneliness and 
letting go…7:30pm £10adv/£11 from 
ticketweb/£12otd 

THURS 16TH 
Winter Mountain 
A blend of melodic songs, an 
extraordinarily soulful voice and 
heartfelt lyrics, reminiscent of a time 
before digital recording when the 
emphasis fell on the importance of 
live performance and the essence of 
the songs. Previously playing as a duo 
the project is now the solo project of 
Cornish singer/songwriter Joe Francis. 
8:30pm Free

FRI 17TH 
The Swamp Stomp String Band
Not your average Americana band. A 
happy mixture of Jazz, Country, Swing, 
Blues and Ragtime. Twangy Banjos, 
driving Guitars and a thudding Double 
Bass that'll have the room stomping 
their feet! 8:30pm Free

SAT 18TH 
Three Elvises
Not one, not two but Three Elvises to 
take you back to the Early Years through 
to the lesser known Transgender Years 
right through to the Burger Years. 
Recovering from being resurrected for 

the Nailsworth Festival today the Artistes 
formerly known as Elvis will drag (!) 
itself onto the stage for a once a year 
spectacular. 8:30pm Free

SUN 19TH 
Emily Barker, Mandel, Adam Horovitz
Emily is preparing her new album 
featuring Lukas Drinkwater, Rob 
Pemberton and Pete Roe. Come and 
hear the new material before they 
head into the studio! With support from 
Mandel (Emily Barker and Misha Law) 
and Adam Horovitz. This event is a 
fundraiser to support the Stroud Valley 
Projects with money raised being used 
to plant trees in our community. 7:30pm 
£12adv 

THURS 23RD 
Blue House
London indie/dreampop outfit centred 
around the songs of principle writer 
James Howard, the group - who also 
feature the talents of Ursula Russell 
(Snapped Ankles) and new member 
Dimitrios Ntontis (Pregoblin) - drew 
universal acclaim for their 2016 debut 
album Suppose, and are now poised to 
take their lush, expansive and beguiling 
compositions to the next level on follow-
up Gobstopper…Recorded at London’s 
vital Total Refreshment Studio with 
producer Capitol K, this is an album rich 
in its production, every track exquisitely 
delivered with layers of harmony and 
instrumentation. 8:30pm Free

SAT 25TH 
Reggae Roast  
ThreeBagsFull and his harem of regular 
DJs and singers this month are joined 
by Solomento and Yaksha. Music from 
early evening for a long cool Bank 
Holiday night and food in the courtyard. 
Free 

MON 27TH
The Murphy Beds  
The Murphy Beds were born in Ireland 
but living and playing now in New 
York city, Jefferson Hamer and Eamon 
O’leary play traditional and original 
folk songs with close harmonies and 
deft instrumental arrangements on 
bouzouki, guitar, and mandolin. They 
have performed and collaborated 
with artists across the folk spectrum 
including Beth Orton, Bonnie ‘Prince’ 
Billy, Anais Mitchell, and Sam Amidon. 
8:30pm Free

THURS 30TH 
Stanlæy, Alfi 
Stanlæy: Currently a quartet led by 
Bethany Stenning with Ben Holyoake 
(Bass-boffin, soundscapes), Naomi Hill 
(violin overlord) and Oli Cocup (drum 
demon) where the band's soundscape 
has developed in a diverse genre pool 
of folk/jazz/pop, being compared to 
artists such as Kate Bush and Dirty 
Projectors. The band takes you on a 
journey through ethereal ambient 
vocal/violin duets, to progressive rock 
jams and sometimes the odd waltz 
(Oli is known for his love for waltzes 
in his best silk kimonos). Alfi: A fresh 
new trio combining American old-time 
and traditional Irish music and song to 
produce a unique and tasteful sound. 
Their music features an unusual blend 
of harp, five-string banjo, low whistle, 
uilleann pipes and vocals. 8:30pm Free

theprincealbertstroud.co.uk

 RODBOROUGH CHURCH

SAT 11TH 
Good On Paper Presents: Mesadorm, 
Mandel
Mesadorm return to Stroud as part 
of their tour promoting new album 
Epicadus which sees the band re-
imagine songs from their acclaimed 
debut album ‘Heterogaster’ and some 
new compositions using purely timbres 
from acoustic instruments in the 
intimate and beautiful surroundings of 
Rodborough Church…With support from 
Mandel - a new creative partnership 
between award winning composer 
Emily Hall (Bedroom Community) and 
violinist, viola player and singer Misha 
Law. Day time concert! 2:30pm £6adv 
from the Prince Albert/£7otd 

goodonpaper.info/events

 SOUND RECORDS

SAT 4TH - SAT 25TH 
In Store DJ Sets
Sound records are hosting live DJ 
performances throughout the month on 
Saturdays - 4th Concept 13/11th Kosmik 
Ian/18th Haruko Boot/25th DJ Fade. 
1-3pm Free

facebook.com/soundrecordsstroud

 ST LAURENCE CHURCH

WEDS 15TH 
Bellow Presents: Sam Lee’s Singing 
With Nightingales
Join naturalist and Mercury Prize-
nominated folk artist Sam Lee and 
special guests, Georgia Ruth and Pete 
Judge (Get the Blessing, Eyebrow, Three 
Cane Whale), as they collaborate with 
nightingales in this immersive one-off 
event, bringing the celebrated Singing 
With Nightingales starlit events 
indoors. Live broadcasting the 
irrepressible nocturnal courtship song 
of nightingales, this unique concert 
introduces human-bird duets in a 
new theatrical experience. 7:30pm 
£16.58adv from bellowpresents.com 

SAT 18TH 
Community Drum Circle with Katie 
Harris
A fun, energising event using rhythm 
as a way to connect, communicate 
and build community. Everyone 
welcome, no experience necessary. All 
drums and percussion provided. No 
booking necessary just turn up and 
enjoy!  11:30am suggested donation: 
£5adult/£1child

SAT 25TH
Jazz Stroud: Sounds for A Small Space
A day of free performances celebrating 
Jazz influenced electronic and acoustic 
music ft. performances by Triofolio, 
Orbury Common, Mermaid Chunky, 
Simon McCorry and Phonsonic. 10am-
5pm Free

stlaurencefuture.org.uk

 ST LUKE’S THERAPY CENTRE

SAT 11TH 
Stroud Sacred Music Festival Presents: 
Kirtaniyas
Stroud Sacred Music Festival presents 
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Tea-time concert
Christ Church, Nailsworth 
Sunday 12 May at 3pm 

Beethoven Piano Concerto No.3 Op.37 
Liszt Hungarian Rhapsody No.2 
Brahms Hungarian Dance 
Monti Czárdás

Viv McLean piano • Roger Huckle violin

Having delighted Nailsworth audiences in 
previous seasons, the pianist Viv McLean 
returns to perform a chamber version of 
Beethoven’s elegant C minor Piano Concerto 
alongside gypsy-inspired music. 

TICKETS £10 on the door 
www.bristolensemble.com

For Booking and General Info 01453 762588

STEAK NIGHT

MUSTARD ALLEGRO Live

THE FORGETTING CURVE LIVE

CROOKED STYLUS

OPEN MIC NIGHT

RAG TIME JUG ORCHESTRA Live

PROBABLY THE BEST COMEDY
NIGHT IN THE WORLD

TEXAS TICK FEVER

POPGANG Live

PAD THAI NOODLE BAR

THE CURRY LOUNGE

RODDA’S HAIRY CRAC Live

BIG JOE BONE live
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Booking Essential
From 6pm-7pm

11th Best Surf Band is back
 from 8:30pm

Album Lauch Night
 from 8:30pm

Vinyl Night with DJ Darius
From 8pm - Late Licence

Hosted by Reverend Stretch
All are Welcome from 8pm

Americana from the Forest
 from 8:30pm

 Comedy Hosted by Gavin Pond
with Edard Hurst and more

Live from 8pm

Moonshine Fulled Americana
From 8:30pm

Stroud’s Britpop Twins 
Celebrate their 50th Birthdays

From 8pm - Late Licence
The Return of Erins Noodle Bar

From 3-7pm

Taste of the East by Reverend Stretch
Bookings Essential From 6pm-7:30pm

Irish Sessions wih Tim Potts
From 8pm

Blue-Grass Delta Blues
From 8:30pm
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MAY E VENTSMAY E VENTS

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE ENTRY
Plus all Live Football & Rugby Shown here

  19th to 28th July 
10 days of amazing 

live music 
in the heart of 
the Cotswolds 

featuring the best
classical, jazz and 

contemporary blues

   

GUITING
MUSIC
FESTIVAL

See website for details
www.guitingfestival.org

Registered Charity No.1100808

Street
Food Bar Live

music

OPEN

7 
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Vélo Wood-fired Pizza
Coffee & Cake
Live Music
Film Nights
Brewery Tours

Opening Hours:
Café Bar: Daily 11am-5pm
Evenings: 
Weds-Sat until 11pm

TAPROOM



an intimate and enlivening evening 
of spirited Sanskrit kirtan, with the 
esteemed international performer Vijay 
Krsna from the Kirtaniyas. Drawing on 
a deep and rare tradition of devotional 
Indian folk songs, Vijay Krsna combines 
decades of study under kirtan masters 
with a creative, youthful energy, 
invigorating mrdanga drums and soul-
quenching melodies, in an undulating 
union of voice that blurs the boundaries 
between performers and the audience. 
6.30pm £8/£5cons

kirtaniyas.com

 STROUD BREWERY

THURS 2ND 
Five Valleys Sessions
Local musicians meet at Stroud Brewery 
on the first Thursday of the month to 
play traditional folk tunes,  mostly from 
Ireland, Scotland, England, Wales, 
France with a smattering of Danish 
and North American tunes.  Everyone 
welcome, to listen or to play. 8pm Free

SAT 4TH 
Steve Page
Steve writes and performs some of the 
finest Americana being played in the 
UK today. This is music with an old-time 
feel that reaches back to the America of 
Woody Guthrie, Robert Johnson and the 
Carter Family. Steve performs his shows 
playing a combination of guitar, slide 
guitar, banjo, harmonica and button 
accordion. 8pm Free

THURS 9TH 
Bagelites
Every second Thursday of the month, 
local musicians gather to play folk and 
gypsy style traditional tunes.  Come 
along and enjoy the atmosphere. 8pm 
Free

SAT 11TH 
Wildwood Jack
A unique acoustic guitar and ukulele 
duo from Kent. Their melodic songs 
blend the acoustic guitar and ukulele 
with outstanding fingerstyle playing 
drawing influences from folk, country 
and world music. 8pm Free

SAT 18TH 
Whiteshillbillies
A folky, roots band with a soft spot for 
pop classics ranging from Johnny Cash, 
The Kinks, The Cure and even Disney. 
They play some blue grass tunes, 
through Rockabilly and sing-along 
modern music. 8pm Free

SAT 25TH 
Swing from Paris
Described as ‘the finest gypsy jazz in the 
Cotswolds’,  Swing from Paris  bring you 
the sounds of a chic Parisian café and 
the French jazz of Django Reinhardt 
and Stéphane Grappelli. They present 
their own versions of tunes from across 
Europe and beyond, featuring music by 
Edith Piaf, Gershwin, Charles Trenet and 
the Hot Club de France. 8pm Free

stroudbrewery.co.uk

 THE SUB ROOMS

FRI 17TH 
Electric Swing Circus

A live 6-piece fusion of saucy 20’s swing 
and stomping electro beats. With an 
explosive sound that reverberates back 
through time, the ESC hotfoot their 
way through everything from, rock to 
electronica, house, big beat and rock 
n roll, all with their own unique style of 
swing. 8pm £16.50 

FRI 24TH 
The Soul Destroyers
The Soul Destroyers are back in town. 
The band have spent the last 7/8 years 
playing annually at the end of Horns 
Rd in the Outer Fringe Fest in a packed 
marquee and have now finally made 
it back to the Subs and the venue are 
‘so excited’, they may even the play 
the song of the same name…8:30pm 
£9.50-£13.50 

THURS 30TH 
Debashish Bhattacharya Trio
Indian guitarist Debashish 
Bhattacharya brings universal appeal 
to his pioneering fusion of classical 
Indian ragas and bluesy Western 
music. Combining extreme virtuosity 
with graceful artistry, Debashish has 
received global acclaim, with two 
Grammy nominations (2002, 2009) a 
Songlines (2016) and BBC Award (2007), 
and has won the hearts of audiences 
around the world. Debashish will 
be joined by renowned tabla player 
Tanmoy Bose and vocalist Anandi 
Bhattacharya, for an exquisite evening 
of music. 8pm £17.50 

SAT 25TH – SUN 26TH 
Stroud Steampunk Weekend
Stroud host’s its first Steampunk 
weekend with a variety of talks, 
workshops, author talks in the day and 
evening music from leading Steampunk 
artists including Professor Elemental, 
leading Paris Steampunk band Victor 
Sierra, Captain of the Lost Waves and 
Alice's Night Circus. There will be tea 
duels and a gin bar and special Stroud 
events including Tom and Nimue 
Brown's Hopeless Maine roleplay game, 
Bill Jones Growing Victorians in Your 
Garden and film premiere of Days of 
Hope - the Chartists in Stroud. Visit 
stroudsteampunk.weebly.com for full 
programme!

thesubrooms.co.uk

 SVA

WEDS 1ST/8TH/15TH/22ND/29TH 
Funk-In Sessions
Live Funk Jam with Will Vick and Alf 
Tramontin...FUNK Only...Nothing but 
the Funk!!! All are welcome to listen or 
perform! 8pm £1otd (John Street)

THURS 2ND 
Diablos del Ritmo Sessions
Monthly night of Latin vinyl or 
sometimes live session with Albino 
Tarantino or sometimes both.  Albino 
Tarantino are a Stroud based Latin 
Blues band... Imagine a night out 
with Tom Waits and Ry Cooder to see 
Santana playing at The Buena Vista 
Social Club. Every first Thursday of the 
month at SVA. 8pm Free (John Street)

THURS 9TH
Stroud Jazz Sessions with Kevin Figes 
Stroud and its surroundings have a 
great range of jazz players. This night 

is for their coming together, and tonight 
features Kevin Figes on sax. Set in the 
comfortable subdued lounge setting, 
each will feature a performance by 
the house band and guest, an interval 
with eclectic jazz records to mull over, 
and a stonkingly energetic jazz jam for 
all players and singers, aficionados to 
participate in. All are welcome, to listen 
or perform. Second Thursday of every 
month at SVA. 8pm £5otd/£3musicians

FRI 10TH 
SITE Festival: Toby Marks, Andrew 
Heath and Sounds for a Small Space 
Presents - Motion 
The official launch event for ‘Motion’, 
a new collaborative album by Toby 
Marks (Banco de Gaia) and Andrew 
Heath. ‘Motion’ is an immersive 
soundscape. Four ‘journeys’ were 
created using recordings from trips 
to the North, South, East and West of 
the country. Each takes as its theme a 
particular form of transport. Sounds 
were processed and transformed, 
blending piano, guitars and electronics 
to produce endlessly changing ambient 
music evoking images of machinery 
and nature. 7:30pm £8early bird from 
SVA/£10online/£12otd (Goods Shed) 

SAT 11TH 
SITE Festival: Sounds for a Small 
Space – Co-Motion 
Co-Motion is an all-day free event 
celebrating electronic, electroacoustic, 
ambient and experimental music. 
Artists who have previously performed 
at Sounds for a Small Space will be 
playing live music throughout the day. 
Performances by: Simon McCorry 
- cellist and composer. Phonsonic - 
electronic and acoustic soundscapes. 
Concept Devices - analog synthesisers, 
ambient meditative sounds. Orbury 
Common - aural ephemera from the 
world of the Orbs plus others. Light 
installations by: Jack Wimperis and Alex 
Sharp. 10am-4pm Free (Goods Shed)

THURS 23RD
 Jazz Stroud: Alabaster dePlume, 
Leafcutter John 
Alabaster dePlume: A spoken word 
artist, a writer, a saxophonist whose 
wonderfully uncategorisable output 
spans the realms of performance poetry 
and folk and jazz music, described as 
“cheerfully uneasy” listening and “totally 
unique... very, very brilliant indeed” by 
BBC Radio 3’s Max Reinhardt. Leafcutter 
John: An electronics master of both 
modular synth and Max/MSP who over 
the years has self-assembled quite 
the collection of bespoke controllers 
for his musical performances, the 
centrepiece of John’s current live show 
is an arresting light-activated interface 
which enables a torch-controlled live 
performance like no other…8-11pm £12-
£15 (Goods Shed) 

FRI 24TH 
Jazz Stroud: Steam Down Orchestra, 
Snazzback, Roella Oloro Quintet
Steam Down Orchestra: Jumping 
off from the sonic springboard of 
Afrofuturism, grime and future soul, 
all fused together with the fearless 
spontaneity of jazz, and comprised of 
Ahnansé, members from Sons Of Kemet, 
Kokoroko, Triforce, Sawa Manga and 
the Cassie Kinochi’s SEED Ensemble, 
the Steam Down Orchestra are set 
to raise the roof of the Goods Shed… 

Snazzback:  Blend jazz, afrobeat, 
hip-hop and electronica into a cosmic 
melting pot. Fiery improvisation lies 
at the heart of the band’s ethos and 
their high energy live shows have 
helped build their reputation as one of 
the most exciting acts to come out of 
Bristol’s burgeoning music scene. Roella 
Oloro Quintet: A British composer and 
multi-instrumentalist of Nigerian and 
Jamaican descent. She studies at Trinity 
Laban and is a member of Tomorrow’s 
Warriors Female Frontline, which 
has seen her perform throughout the 
London jazz scene, as well as regularly 
attending jams at Ronnie Scott’s, 
The Haggerston, Troy Bar 
and Steamdown among others. 7pm – 
1am £12-£16 (Goods Shed) 

SAT 25TH 
Jazz Stroud: Laimu 
Fusing together elements of jazz, hip-
hop and future soul, six-piece Bristol 
collective Laimu harness carefully 
crafted arrangements led by sultry 
vocals. Hovering somewhere between 
quirky funk records from the 70s, and 
the ever evolving soundscapes of 
hometown Bristol, this musical outfit 
have honed their signature sound to 
deliver an innovative reflection of their 
influences. 12:30pm Free (Goods Shed) 

SAT 25TH 
Jazz Stroud: Matthew Read Trio, Dan 
Berkson Trio, Paul Jordanous Ensemble
Matthew Read Trio: Formed in 2015, 
the Matthew Read Trio brings together 
three like-minded approaches for 
music making, creating an exciting 
new performance every time they 
play. Drawing influence from the 
bands of Pat Metheny, John Scofield, 
Paul Motian and many more, MRT 
brings a fresh edge to the world of the 
guitar trio. (4pm). Dan Berkson Trio: 
Perform modern jazz with a strong 
sense of both history and innovation. 
Drawing equally from the great piano 
trios of Keith Jarrett and Bill Evans and 
the sounds of psychedelic, Fender 
Rhodes-based music, they bring their 
own musical identity communicated 
through Berkson’s compositions. (3pm). 
Paul Jordanous Ensemble: Trumpeter 
Paul Jordanous is one of the most 
demanded horn players in Europe.  
Having spent the majority of the past 
two years touring with Rag ’n Bone 
Man, Jordanous is currently on tour with 
distinguished tenor Alfie Boe.  It’s hard 
see where he finds time to compose 
his own music, but he does and it’s a  
unique & accessible mashup of styles 
from jazz & pop to soul, R&B and hip 
hop. (1:45pm). Free (Goods Shed) 

SAT 25TH 
Jazz Stroud: Emma-Jean Thackray, 
Ishmael Ensemble, Cil
Emma-Jean Thackray: Repped by 
Gilles Peterson, RBMA, Sounds of 
The Universe and many more, rising 
mega-talent Emma-Jean wears 
many musical hats. As a composer, 
producer, multi-instrumentalist, 
singer, bandleader and DJ, she is just 
as at home working with the London 
Symphony Orchestra as she is hosting 
her show on Worldwide FM or tearing it 
up on trumpet with her quartet. Ishmael 
Ensemble: Expansive-cerebral-jazz-
psychedelia from Bristol, bridging 
fleet-footed jazz, lush downtempo, 
modulated electronica, Fourth World 
tones, and all manner of stirring sonic 
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swells. CIL: Aka Cecilia Morgan - 
ambient artist from South East London, 
signed to South Space Records. 8pm 
£12-£16 (Goods Shed) 

SAT 25TH
 Jazz Stroud: Jelly Cleaver, China Bowls 
Jelly Cleaver: Heavily inspired by the 
singer-songwriters of the 1960s and 
70s like Joni Mitchell, Bob Dylan and 
Tim Buckley, Jelly Cleaver draws from 
Americana and Psychedelic rock as well 
as traditional English folk songs. (4pm). 
China Bowls: Singer songwriter China 
Bowls delivers a smooth honey pot of 
sounds, combining neo soul, jazz and 
hip hop influences. (3pm) Free (John 
Street)

SAT 25TH 
Jazz Stroud: Footshooter Presents – 
Vels Trio, Maxwell Owin
Footshooter: ( AKA Barney Whittaker) 
has been resident at Jazz Stroud for the 
last 3 years, bringing live acts and DJs 
to the festival including Sawa Manga, 
Brother Portrait, Slam the Poet, and 
many more. Barney himself hails from 
Stroud but is now based in South-East 
London; his music blends rhythms 
of UK dance music with the melodic 
textures and instrumentation of jazz 
and soul, alongside vocals, rapping 
and poetry from some of London’s 
most compelling new artists. Vels Trio: 
With a keen desire in improvisation, 
Vels Trio’s sound can be characterised 
by their heavy grooves, emotionally 
charged songwriting, coupled alongside 
expressive, progressive modern 
musicianship to create an excitingly 
frenetic, and irresistibly engaging live 
sound structures. Maxwell Owin: Is at 
the electronic and spiritual heart of 
so many of London’s brilliant jazz and  
improvisation based projects – from 
mixing Where Pathways Meet, to doing  
the mastering on the We Out Here film, 
to collaborating with Joe Armon-Jones in 
their outstanding record IDOM. 11:30pm 
£9-£12 (John Street) 

SUN 26TH 
Jazz Stroud: Fabled 
Formed in 2014, Fabled is the brainchild 
of saxophonist/clarinettist, Sam 
Rapley. This is richly atmospheric 
and expressive music which draws 
from Rapley and his fellow musicians 
shared love of jazz ensembles, 
literature, classical musicians, world 
music, modern composition and indie-
folk. Taking inspiration from the likes of 
Mammal Hands, Gogo Penguin, Polar 
Bear and Tigran Hamasyan whilst 
undertones of Debussy, Ravel, Peter 
Broderick and Lau can also be heard 
throughout. 3pm Free (Goods Shed) 

SUN 26TH
The Breath, Teotima
The Breath is guitarist Stuart McCallum 
and singer Ríoghnach Connolly. Based 
in Manchester, their unique take on 
alt-folk journeys from lush, beguiling 
storytelling to uplifting, punch-the-air 
anthems. At its heart is Rioghnach’ s 
deeply soulful, utterly engaging, stop-
you-in-your-tracks voice alongside 
Stuart’s understated brilliance and their 
exquisitely crafted, personal songs. 
Teotima: Play a fruity concoction of 
West African, Brasillian and Cuban 
grooves, captivating jazz harmony, 
engaging interactive improvisation and 
songwriting with a deep narrative pull. 
8pm £12-£16 (Goods Shed) 

sva.org.uk

 CHRIST CHURCH NAILSWORTH

SUN 12TH 
Bristol Ensemble Tea-time Concert
Having delighted Nailsworth audiences 
in previous seasons, the pianist Viv 
McLean returns to perform a chamber 
version of Beethoven’s elegant C 
minor Piano Concerto alongside gypsy-
inspired music by Liszt, Brahms and 
Monti with the professional musicians of 
the Bristol Ensemble. Tickets £10 on the 
door.3pm £10otd

SUN 19TH 
Nailsworth Festival: The Elias String 
Quartet
This prizewinning quartet has 
performed in Boston, San Francisco, 
Vancouver and at the Carnegie Hall, 
Wigmore Hall in London and have been 
BBC Radio 3 New Generation Artists. 
The concert begins with excerpts from 
Bach’s “The Art of Fugue” and includes 
Donald Grant's touching arrangement 
of Scottish folk music. 7:30pm £12 

nailsworthchristchurch.org.uk

 NAILSWORTH TOWN HALL

SAT 18TH 
Nailsworth Festival: The Real People
Liam Gallagher took to twitter recently 
to sing the praises of scouse Britpop 
originators The Real People. Formed in 
1987, they were one of the first bands to 
play what would become known around 
the world as Britpop and were cited by 
Oasis as being a major influence…8pm 
£16

THURS 23RD 
Nailsworth Festival: Brooks Williams
Brooks Williams hails from Statesboro, 
Georgia, the town made famous by 
country-blues legend Blind Willie 
McTell. Ranked in the Top 100 Acoustic 
Guitarists, he’s a mean finger-picker 
and a stunning slide guitarist. 8pm £12

nailsworthfestival.org.uk

 RUSKIN MILL NAILSWORTH

TUES 21ST 
Nailsworth Festival: Sam Sweeney – 
the Unfinished Violin 
An expansion and development of 
his acclaimed live show Made In The 
Great War, The Unfinished Violin centres 
on a fiddle the 19-year-old Sam 
Sweeney came across in violin maker 
Roger Claridge’s shop in Oxford. It’s 
the instrument Sweeney has used for 
numerous albums and countless gigs, 
and in time he set about digging into 
its history, and uncovered the fateful 
tale of Richard Howard, a music hall 
performer called up in 1916 to the Duke 
of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment 
to fight and lose his life in the Battle of 
Messines on 7th June 1917.7:30pm £16 

rmt.org

 ST GEORGE’S CHURCH  
 NAILSWORTH 

SAT 18TH 
Nailsworth Festival: Manus Noble – 
Guitar Recital

Prizewinning classical guitarist 
Manus Nobel will treat you to a lively 
programme that spans from the classics 
of the guitar repertoire to arrangements 
of Irish airs. 4pm £5otd

nailsworthfestival.org.uk

 THE PAINSWICK CENTRE

FRI 17TH 
Edgelarks
This award winning duo heads to the 
Painswick Centre with their British 
traditional music, Indian classical 
slide guitar, stomping roots beatbox 
harmonica and with brand new 
material from their latest album Feather. 
“Subtle, atmospheric…bravely original” 
-The Guardian 7:30pm 

painswickcentre.com

 PREMA ARTS CENTRE ULEY

FRI 3RD 
Topette!!
Born out of friendship, this dazzling 
five-piece play naturally social music 
– for filling dance floors, for listening, 
for drinking with friends – but don’t 
expect it to merge into the background. 
This is raunchy, up-all-night, joyously 
jugular-grabbing dance music. 
7:30pm £14/£11concs/£12friends/ 
£9concs/£18otd

prema.org.uk

 ST MARY’S CHURCH PAINSWICK

SAT 4TH 
Painswick Music Society Presents: 
Carducci Quartet
The third in this year’s series of concerts 
at St Mary’s Church presented by 
Painswick Music Society featuring none 
other than the award winning Carducci 
Quartet, internationally acclaimed as 
one of the most accomplished and 
versatile ensembles of today.3pm 
£18-£20/£5students and children

SAT 11TH 
Painswick Music Society Presents: 
Julian Bliss
Julian Bliss one of the world’s 
finest clarinettists, excelling as 
a concerto soloist, chamber 
musician, jazz artist, masterclass 
leader and tireless musical explorer 
joined by pianist Robert Bottriell. 3pm 
£18-£20/£5students and children

painswickmusicsoc.co.uk

 UNDER THE EDGE ARTS WOTTON- 
 UNDER-EDGE 

FRI 3RD 
Ron Block and Tony Furtado
One of the biggest names on the 
American roots music scene, Nashville 
veteran Ron Block has 14 Grammy 
Awards to his name and is well known 
as a long time member of bluegrass 
supergroup Alison Krauss & Union 
Station. Tony Furtado is a stunning 
live performer who’s been hailed as a 
genius on banjo and slide guitar. Ron 
and Tony are old friends, and this 
special duo collaboration is guaranteed 
to be a stellar presentation of American 
roots music! 8pm £13.50

SAT 11TH 
Eva Cassidy the Story presented by 
Elsa Jean McTaggart
Inspired by her favourite artist, 
award-winning musician Elsa Jean 
McTaggart presents a brand-new 
show for 2018 – Eva Cassidy: The Story. 
Using video, story and song, Elsa Jean 
McTaggart channels Eva Cassidy’s 
musical voice through her own. 8pm 
£10.50/£8.50concs 

SAT 18TH 
The B Naturals
An evening of heart, hilarity and 
harmony with the fabulous B 
Naturals! Four guys who cover all the 
bases from JSBach to James Brown via 
Bernstein, Bossa and the Bee Gees. 
8pm £11.50/£9.50concs

FRI 24TH 
Café Capriccio
An acoustic group that celebrates the 
music and culture of European Café 
Society. 8pm Free

utea.org.uk

 WOTTON ARTS FESTIVAL

FRI 26TH APRIL – SUN 5TH MAY
The Wotton Arts Festival returns for its 
49th (!) year with music, art, storytelling, 
history, talks and screenings ft. the 
Bristol Ensemble, Under the Edge Art 
Trail, Passacagila Trio, Laurie Lee – the 
Lost Recordings and much more…

wottonartsfestival.org.uk

 TETBURY GOODS SHED

SAT 11TH 
The Four Sopranos
A colourful evening in more ways than 
one; join Richard George (piano) and 
4 special sopranos for an evening to 
remember! 7:30pm £12.50

SAT 18TH 
Steve Christie’s Piano Jukebox
Join acclaimed pianist and composer 
Steve Christie for a unique participative 
fundraising piano concert. 7:30pm £11

SAT 25TH 
The Earl Trio ft. Michael Messer
Acoustic and slide guitars and a mixture 
of original songs covering Americana, 
country and blues.7:30pm £14.50

shed-arts.co.uk
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may 23-26 2019 

s t r o u d
jazz

 steam down orchestra
emma-jean thackray•vels trio

alabaster deplume•maxwell owin
leafcutter john•footshooter
ishmael ensemble•allysha joy
the breath•rebecca vasmant

snazzback•roella oloro quintet
jelly cleaver•cil•laimu•mermaid chunky

komodo•los gusanos•burda legree
triofolio•china bowls•bekotis•pure evil
albino tarantino•jouis•dave ayre trio

sounds for a small space•matthew read trio
jasper kirton•paul jordanous•jsso project
orburycommon•simon mccorry•dom franks

da rico•jazz friday•sound records
dan berkson trio•community sings

fabled•teotima•knarco
stroud jazz sessions

jazzstroud.org

free daytime events, evening concerts, late night 
live sessions and club nights in stroud town centre

jazz inluenced music embracing a whole spectrum from
fusion, world, hip hop, traditional, r&b, funk

line up•tickets•info

jazz a4.indd   1 17/04/2019   13:37


