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Apart from writing Crime and Punishment, Dostoyevsky had already committed himself to write 

another novel that he had to submit by November 1866 to another publisher, Stellovsky. Desperate 

for money, and not blessed with a good head for business, Dostoyevsky had agreed to deliver the 

manuscript of The Gambler on this tight deadline for a ridiculously small amount of money. Not only 

that, he had agreed to pay a penalty should he fail to deliver by that deadline. Penalties for failing to 

meet deadlines are not uncommon, but this one was severe: in the event that he failed to deliver 

The Gambler on time, he would hand over the publishing rights of all his works to Stellovsky for the 

next nine years. Dostoyevsky fell increasingly behind on this novel, and as the November deadline 

grew closer it looked more and more likely that Dostoyevsky would lose his only livelihood to an 

unscrupulous man. Dostoyevsky was in despair. With four weeks to go he did not believe it was 

physically possible for him to write a novel and deliver it. Friends offered to write a chapter apiece if 

he would set out the plot and plans, but he was both too honourable and too proud to let them do 

that. However, another friend, Milyukov, had a more practical idea and suggested that he dictate his 

work to a stenographer. Dostoyevsky was skeptical about this but had little choice; it was his last 

hope, and so he agreed. Milyukov approached a stenography tutor, Pavel Olkhin, and asked him to 

provide Dostoyevsky with his best student. This turned out to be Anna Snitkina, then aged twenty. 

When Olkhin told her that he had recommended her to Dostoyevsky for the task she was flattered 

but not convinced that she was up to the job. Her father, who had died not long before, had been a 

great admirer of Dostoyevsky’s writing: Anna and her family had all read his books. Anna was both 

delighted and excited. For her, the prospect of working for this great writer was daunting, and the 

night before she was due to meet him she could not sleep. However, she was ambitious to earn her 

own way in the world, and this was a good opportunity for a serious-minded young person to get 

experience, contacts and a reputation as a reliable and accurate stenographer. Things were not to 

turn out quite as she had envisaged during her training; the independent career that she so coveted 

was not to be, but the ambition and competence that fuelled her young aspirations were to stand 

her in good stead in the years to come, because she saved Dostoyevsky’s career. 


